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Amongst 


June is a month fertile in topics that 
should be thought about by everybody. 
Marriage - graduation - vocation - vacation 
- the Sacred Heart - all these important 
concepts will cross people’s minds in one 
form or another as they go about their 
business during June. And all of them will 
be found treated in some way somewhere 
in this issue of THE LiGuoRIAN. And, as is 
always the case, they are treated, as theol- 
Ogians and spiritual writers say, sub specie 
deternitatis, which means “in the light of 
eternity,” or with reference to the eternal 
destiny of every human being. Such treat- 
ment is the answer to and the remedy for 
secularism, which eliminates from the mind 
all thoughts of eternity and measures every- 
thing only according to its value for this 
present world. . 

In every issue of THE LIGUORIAN the topic 
of marriage receives special attention. In 
this issue, besides the regular Pre-Marriage 
Clinic and the column “For Wives and 
Husbands Only,” the Three Minute Instruc- 
tion, the Sideglances, and the opening arti- 
cle on child-rearing are important for those 
whose vocation is The Side- 
glances, on the difficulties involved in ob- 
taining of nullity the 
Catholic Church, are an answer to many 


marriage. 


declarations from 
letters of complaint we have received on 
this score. 

Graduations always bring thoughts of the 
basic principles of education, and, to many 
parents, of the next school to which they 
shall send their children who have finished 
with grade school or high school. The first 
Pointed Paragraph in this issue sets down 
some exceedingly important principles on 
this matter. At the same time the parable- 
like stories under the article “Lost Voca- 


Ourselves 


tions” should give many parents something 
to think about. 

On the spiritual side, the article on the 
essential devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and the pronouncements of Popes on 
that subject in “Voice from the Vatican,” 
are designed to give both understanding 
and inspiration to all Christians whose 
hearts are open to the love of the Sacred 
Heart. And that very love should make it 
easy for all sincere Catholics to observe the 
rules for a profitable vacation set down in 
the Pointed Paragraph on that subject. 

Thus “timeliness” is one of the character- 
istics that THE LIGUORIAN aims at in pre- 
senting good reading matter to its subscrib- 
ers. Every month of the year brings to 
mind certain natural and religious topics. 
There are right ways of thinking about 
them, and wrong ways, and there is always 
the possibility of not thinking about them 
seriously at all. THE LiIGUORIAN endeavors 
to prod the mind into the right way of 
thinking about these things. Besides such 
topics, there are the universal and continu- 
ing problems that confront human nature, 
pertaining to marriage, company-keeping, 
the foundations and obligations of true re- 
ligion, the old and new misrepresentations 
of Catholic doctrine, etc. These are always 
subject matter of THE LIGUORIAN. 

For these reasons we again urge sub- 
scribers not to let their subscriptions lapse 
when renewal is due. Even if they have not 
the time to read some issues, or the whole 
of any issue, just passing THE LIGUORIAN 
around will do some good to somebody. 
There are hundreds of people who would 
like to have even old copies. For that 
reason we like to keep as many copies as 
possible in circulation. 
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and Religion, and to All That Brings Happiness to Human Beings 


Blueprint for Child-Rearing 


You cannot raise a child without a plan, just as nobody would try to erect a 
worthwhile building without a blueprint. Here are the general specifications. 


D. F. Miller 


HOW TO RAISE children properly 
and successfully is a question that ab- 
sorbs the mind of every conscientious 
mother and father. It would be fatuous 
to suggest that the question can be 
answered briefly, or even at great 
length, with anything like adequacy. 
Without too much trouble one could 
list a thousand or more books dealing 
with various phases of the answer. It 
is a topic that requires continuous re- 
flexion, study and prayer on the part 
of parents. 

However, a good deal of very im- 
portant material may be set down in 
a single article. Putting up a building 
is a long and involved process; but the 
most important single part of the pro- 
cess is the drawing up of a good blue- 
print or plan. Raising children properly 
is a much more involved and a much 
longer process; but again the most im- 
portant single factor in the process is 
the possession of a good plan. 

Many parents lack such a plan. 
They don’t know just where they are 
trying to lead their children, or, if they 
do have some vague ideas of what they 
want for their children, they don’t 
know what are necessary means for 
helping the children reach the goal. 
Others have the wrong plan for their 


children; they are leading them toward 
something that will make failures out 
of their children. 

The importance of planning and 
planning rightly for the children one 
brings into the world cannot be stressed 
too strongly. It is part of the responsi- 
bility of possessing intelligence to set 
about all important tasks with a plan. 
The human mind is capable of looking 
forward into the future, of adjusting 
present decisions and actions to what 
is expected in the future, and of carry- 
ing out any project according to a de- 
sign. The Creator, who makes children 
almost completely dependent on their 
parents for the direction their lives 
will take and the formation of their 
characters, expects every mother and 
father to proceed in the training and 
rearing of their children according to 
a plan. And He Himself has revealed 
the principles on which the right plan 
must be drawn up. 

Here, then, will be presented the 
general outline of objectives that Chris- 
tian parents should have before them 
as they supervise the growth and de- 
velopment of their children. These are 
the things which they should be con- 
stantly and consciously desirous of ful- 
filling in their children. Without pre- 
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sumption it may be said that parents 
who will make this simple outline of 
child-rearing goals the absorbing con- 
cern of their minds and the inspiration 
of all their efforts, will make few, and 
none of them major, mistakes, in the 
upbringing of their children. The 
“how” will come easy to them, if they 
have the “whither” clear in their minds. 
e 

1. The general and only absolutely 
necessary goal: to rear a child so that 
it will want and work for and ultimate- 
ly win the happiness of heaven. 

This is the supreme destiny for 
which God creates, with the coopera- 
tion of parents, every human being 
born into the world. This is the essence 
of the responsibility that He imposes on 
parents when He makes a child de- 
pendent on their authority, their guid- 
ance, their inspiration and instruction 
for many years of its life. The parents 
must, in union with God, want one 
thing more than anything else for their 
child, to facilitate, by every means in 
their power, its attainment of heaven. 

This objective must be subject, in 
the minds of parents, to two important 
considerations. The first is the fact that 
parents cannot force the free wills of 
children who have developed beyond 
the use of reason, to choose the road 
to heaven, any more than God forces 
anyone into heaven. The second con- 
sideration is the fact that there is no 
power on earth more capable, by God’s 
own design, of conditioning the free 
will of human beings for making the 
choice of what leads to heaven, than 
that of parents over their growing chil- 
dren. So great is this power that it is 
an axiom that parents can make chil- 
dren what they want them to be. 

The consciousness of this general 
and necessary objective of child-rear- 
ing can be intensified in parents by 
frequent reflexion on two points. The 
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first is that God directly and immedi- 
ately created the soul of their child; 
that without the soul which He created, 
their child would not even live; that 
what God wants for the soul, which is 
heaven, must be of first importance to 
its parents. The second point is that the 
soul of the child is immortal; it had a 
beginning with God’s creation, but it 
will never have an end. It becomes far 
more important to parents who are 
conscious of the immortality of their 
child to help it be happy in eternity 
than to attain any degree of success or 
prosperity in the few years it will have 
in this world. 

This first aim of parents preserves 
them from unreasonable grief over 
handicaps God permits their children 
to suffer in respect to prospects in this 
world. Sickness, early death, lack of 
talent, even retarded mentality, heart- 
wrenching though they are to parents, 
can never destroy entirely the peace of 
parents who know that their children 
were created primarily for heaven, and 
that these misfortunes not only do not 
interfere with, but often make more 
certain, the children’s attainment of 
that goal. 

e 

2. The general means to the neces- 
sary end of leading a child toward 
heaven: forming it into a true Christian. 

There is only one means of attain- 
ing heaven for all human beings: it is 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. In their 
supreme desire for their child’s happi- 
ness in heaven, therefore, parents will 
want it to be fashioned and formed into 
a full participator in the merits of 
Christ which offer salvation to all men. 

Three things enter into the making 
of a good Christian, and not one of 
them will be neglected by good parents. 

The first is knowledge. Christ has to 
be known before He can be accepted; 
and His teachings, His commandments, 
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His directives, have to be known. Good 
parents begin to make Christ known 
to their children at the earliest possible 
age, first through habits of reverence 
formed even before the child is capable 
of understanding the reasons for them, 
and then, with the first dawnings of 
reason, by implanting the first ideas 
and motives that make for faith and 
confidence in Christ and complete sub- 
mission to His will. This first introduc- 
tion of a child to the knowledge of 
Christ is never delegated to others by 
good parents; it is felt as their most 
highly prized privilege and accepted as 
their greatest parental responsibility. 
Deepening and broadening the knowl- 
edge of Christ in their child continues 
through all the years up to maturity. 

The second is moral virtue or Chris- 
tian integrity. Good parents want their 
children to have acquired as many 
Christian habits even before reaching 
the age of reason as possible. This, they 
know, makes the practice of virtue so 
much more easy when its foundations 
are later learned and understood. They 
know that the first sanctions that influ- 
ence the conduct of a child are the 
favor or disfavor, the reward or punish- 
ment, meted out by the parents. They 
use this power that is theirs to instill the 
Christian way of reacting to things, of 
dealing with others, of coping with 
their own desires. And as soon as it 
can be done, they begin to inculcate 
the realization that Christ’s will and 
Christ’s favor or disfavor, should be 
the measure of all conduct. 

The third is the sacramental life. 
Christian parents train their children to 
look back on their baptism as the 
greatest event in their lives, and for- 
ward to their first Communion and 
confirmation, as events of tremendous 
significance. These, with the other sac- 
raments, are spoken of often to the 
children as the means whereby one 


lives as a child of God. Parents who 
understand this themselves and live a 
supernatural life through the sacra- 
ments, will have little difficulty trans- 
lating its meaning into terms compre- 
hensible to the growing child. 

While working towards these ob- 
jectives, parents remain always mind- 
ful that their children have inherited, 
with all human beings, the effects of 
original sin, and that a mother and fa- 
ther are neither to be surprised nor 
discouraged over the fact that they 
meet resistance to their efforts at times, 
and that the children do not always 
measure up to the high ideals and the 
beautiful plan they have in mind for 
them. In view especially of this fact, 
they remember that they cannot expect 
to make good Christians out of their 
children by force, dictatorship or ex- 
cessive severity, the use of which would 
only cause later reactions of rebellion. 
The one great medium of instruction 
and training that God has placed in the 
hands of parents is love. When their 
love is evident in all that they do for 
their children, even in administering 
punishment, they will succeed in carry- 
ing out their plan. If they do not work 
through love, or if their love is not 
clearly manifested to the children, they 
will fail in whatever they try to do. 

e@ 


3. The subordinate goal of child- 
rearing: a happy and successful earthly 
life for the child. 

This goal is called subordinate be- 
cause it must be strictly secondary to 
and dependent on those outlined above. 
The failure of many parents, both to 
prepare their children rightly for their 
adult lives and to find satisfaction for 
themselves in what they have done for 
their children, must be traced to the 
fact that they have made these sub- 
ordinate goals primary in rearing the 
children. They want their children to 
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be richor successful or happily mar- 
ried, as if these were the only ends 
worth living for. They learn only by 
experience that they are empty and 
worthless goals except in subordination 
to the true and ultimate purposes for 
which every human being is made. 

But so long as the first and necessary 
ends of life are given foremost consid- 
eration in child-rearing, parents should 
plan to prepare their children for hap- 
py and successful temporal lives. But 
even here they will have clear ideas of 
what the words “happy” and “success- 
ful” mean. These ideas of Christian 
parents will differ greatly from those 
of many secularistic parents of today. 

The word “happy” to them will not 
mean that they are to think, or to per- 
mit their children to think, that any- 
thing near perfect happiness can be 
attained in this world. Perfect happi- 
ness is only to be found in heaven, and 
wise parents will early establish this 
conviction in the mind of their child. 
But relative happiness can be attained 
on earth, and it is best represented by 
the word “peace.” Peace means har- 
mony of order between things and 
parts of things. The right order that 
makes for peace in human lives is 
threefold: between a man and God; 
between a man and his fellow-men; and 
between the various parts or powers of 
his own being. Parents who want their 
children to be as happy as possible 
ceaselessly try to build their happiness 
on this threefold foundation: the hum- 
ble recognition of God’s authority and 
submission to His will; justice and 
charity toward all their fellow-men; and 
control, through reason, free will, and 
God’s grace, of all their appetites and 
desires. 

The word “successful” is not, for 
wise parents, a synonym for “rich” or 
“popular” or “famous” or “powerful.” 
They teach their children to believe 
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that the only true success is that by 
which they will be enabled to render 
the most service to their fellow-men. 
The money they make, the friends they 
gain, the compensations they receive, 
will all be represented as the by-prod- 
ucts of service to others; the service 
itself will be represented as the only 
real objective and the source of the 
most solid joys. 

Thus, if parents encourage the 
wishes of a child to become a nurse or 
a doctor or a lawyer, it will be through 
the motive that any of these professions 
will give it wonderful opportunities to 
help others; never through the primary 
motive that a profession will make 
them rich. If their children take jobs in 
factories or offices or any of the trades, 
the parents will encourage them to be- 
come more and more proficient in 
whatever they do, to study to advance 
themselves, primarily because the bet- 
ter the work one can do, the greater 
are the personal satisfactions that come 
from it. The rewards of more money 
for better work need not be covered 
over or minimized; but they should be 
represented as secondary, though all 
but infallible, results of putting more 
and more effort into the doing of a 
good job. 

Especially if their children show an 
inclination toward becoming priests or 
religious, will parents encourage them 
intelligently and warmly, knowing that 
in no vocation can they be surer of the 
happiness and success in service de- 
scribed here. For in these vocations the 
danger of living for money and world- 
ly ambition, and of being thrown out 
of right relationship to God or fellow- 
men, is at a minimum. That is why 
good priests and good nuns are the 
happiest people in the world. 

These principles, we know, are 
anathema to many parents. There are 
many who know of no motive to offer 
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their children for studying hard, aim- 
ing at a profession, working diligently 
at a job, than the motive of making 
more and more money. Such children 
join the ranks of America’s teeming 
thousands of materialists, who event- 
ually may acquire a large slice of ma- 
terial prosperity only to find their 
hearts empty and unhappy and, in too 
many cases, their souls irrevocably lost. 
e 


By following this blueprint, parents 
can people the world with exemplary 


Christians, good citizens and great 
leaders in society, in the professions, in 
business, in the trades. To follow it in 
rearing a child, of course, a parent 
must have already adopted it as the 
plan for his own life. There are too 
many who have never heard of it. But 
even for these, it is never too late to 
begin. Fortunately, unlike old and use- 
less buildings, lives can be made over. 
Anybody can start following the blue- 
print presented here, today. 


Prayin g Postures 


The church folks in Hell’s Acre were having an old-fashioned “experience 
meeting.” The preacher and the elders were discussing the best posture in 
which to pray—sitting down, standing up or kneeling. 

One man’s gangling frame sprawled in the last pew. He listened to the de- 
bate. Finally he slouched to his feet. “I ain’t questionin’ anybody,” he drawled, 
“but if you'll hark back to the time I fell headfirst down the well, I’ll tell 
you that all the best prayin’ I ever did was standin’ plumb on my head.” 


National Weekly 


Inflation 


Hollywood is retrenching in every way possible. The other day a quickie 
producer called the casting office for some Indians for atmosphere. The price 


was $21.25 a head. 


“Too much,” said the producer, “send me some half breeds.” 


Condensed News 

An English cub reporter, frequently reprimanded for relating too many de- 
tails and warned to be brief, turned in the following: 

“A shooting affair occurred last night. Sir Dwight Hopeless, a guest at 
Lady Penmore’s ball, complained of feeling ill, took a highball, his hat, his 
coat, his departure, no notice of friends, a taxi, a pistol from his pocket, and 
finally his life. Nice chap. Regrets and all that sort of thing.” 


West Point Pointer 


Confidential Reports 


From the files of a Colorado Social Service worker’s reports come the 
following: “These people have religious pictures all over the place but seem 


clean however.” 


“Woman still owes $45 for a funeral she had recently.” 
“Good type of American family—appear refined, but intelligent.” 


“Saw mother and child—evidence of father.” 


Northlander 


[ 325 ] 











Three Minute Instruction 





Fidelity in Marriage 
On entering the state of marriage, every man and woman made a 
promise of fidelity until death. This fidelity in practice means three 
things, each of which should be considered carefully by engaged 
couples before marriage, and adhered to loyally by husbands and 
wives after marriage. 





1. Fidelity in marriage means admitting into the mind no thought 
of divorce and marriage to someone else. Divorce and remarriage 
Christ called simply “adultery.” “If any man put away his wife and 
marry another, he is guilty of adultery.” A hundred thousand ex- 
amples of this do not make it anything less than adultery. Separation 
between validly married Christians is sometimes permitted her 
children by the Catholic Church for very grave reasons, but never 
with a permission to marry again while one has a lawful spouse still 
living. 

2. Fidelity in marriage means the absolute avoidance of regular 
company-keeping with a third person. Husbands are guilty of in- 
fidelity who have a girl friend on the side with whom they have 
regular dates. Wives are guilty of the same if they accept regular 
dates or visits with a male friend alone. This principle holds even 
for divorced Christians. Divorce, for any reason, does not lift their 
responsibility for fidelity to their lawful partners till death, and 
this makes regular company-keeping, as if they were free to marry, 
seriously unlawful. 


3. Fidelity in marriage means a deep hatred and a constant de- 
fense against partial or complete sins of adultery. Adulterous actions 
of husbands or wives are gravely evil under four heads. They are 
sins against fidelity to a solemn oath; against the justice they owe 
their partners and families; against charity in the form of scandal, 
because they involve cooperation with another’s sin; against chastity 
in a most detestable form. Adultery is so hated by God that He 
usually punishes it in this world as well as by everlasting torment in 
the next. 


Pagans make light of infidelity, and renegade Christians very often 
have lost their faith by reason of this sin. But Christ still demands 
and expects that all true Christians will cherish fidelity in marriage 
as the indispensable price of redemption through Him. 
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On Low-Cut Dresses 


The too low-cut dress has become very common since television made a 
feature of immodesty. Here is the long and the short of such dresses. 


E. F. Miller 


WHY IS IT wrong for a woman to 
wear an immodestly low-cut dress? 

It is not wrong merely because the 
Catholic Church says so. I say this to 
placate those of our neighbors who 
maintain that the Catholic Church has 
no right to say anything about any- 
thing. The truth of the matter is that 
the Catholic Church is completely 
. within her province when she makes 
a pronouncement on a matter that 
touches morals. 

There has to be somebody who can 
make authoritative pronouncements on 
tricky problems that concern right liv- 
ing and right acting. If it is left up to 
each man to make his own pronounce- 
ment, there will be only confusion. 
When the country was all in a dither 
about the question of mercy-killing be- 
cause a doctor down East had injected 
air-bubbles into the arm of an old 
woman who had cancer, and thereby 
gave her an easy exit from life, there 
were as many opinions as to the right- 
ness and wrongness of the action as 
there were self-appointed popes who 
hazarded an opinion. One minister 
even went to the extent of taking up 
a vote amongst the people of his con- 
gregation to find out what they thought. 

The Catholic Church has the right 
to settle questions of faith and morals 
from the words of Christ, “Whatsoever 
you shall bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven; and whatsoever you shall 
loose on éarth shall be loosed in heav- 
en.” From the beginning of Christian- 
ity the whole Christian world believed 
that these words of Christ gave the 


Church the authority to determine what 
was right and wrong. Or rather, to re- 
port to the world what was the posi- 
tion of Christ in the matter. 

Thus, if the Catholic Church teaches 
that it is wrong for women to wear 
low-cut dresses that expose the breast, 
that should be enough. But, in view of 
the fact that our above-mentioned 
neighbors refuse to listen to the Cath- 
olic Church, I will not use the Catholic 
Church as an argument against low-cut 
dresses. 

Nor is it wrong to wear low-cut 
dresses merely because some priest 
thunders against the custom from a 
pulpit. After all, what is a priest? A 
mere man with legs and arms that can 
curl up with arthritis, with a head that 
may be too small to hold very much 
knowledge and with a proneness to evil 
just like everybody else. 

But wait! That is not all. A priest is 
the mouthpiece of the Pope. When the 
Pope teaches in the name of Christ, the 
priest is the one who hands down the 
teaching to the people. He is a super- 
naturally rigged up channel between 
heaven and earth, with the Pope in be- 
tween as a kind of booster station to 
push on the flow of divine truth in all 
its pristine purity and strength. Acting 
in this capacity the priest is not merely 
a man. He is more than a man. He is 
the voice of truth. And he should be 
listened to. 

Again, however, it is necessary to 
take into consideration those of the 
brethren who do not believe in priests, 
who, indeed, do not like priests, and 
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who .would no more credit the state- 
ments of the priest as bearing truth 
than they would credit the statements 
of a parrot or buffoon. Neither, then, 
will I use the priest as an authority in 
the condemnation of low-cut dresses. 

And I do not think that it would be 
wise to base my stand on the fact that 
such dresses are vulgar. 

Vulgarity is open to various interpre- 
tations. Some people do not think that 
it is vulgar to spit on the floor. Others 
see nothing impolite in making love in 
public vehicles like street cars and 
trains. The dictionary says that vul- 
garity is that which is offensive to good 
taste, inelegant, unrefined. My contacts 
with people of refinement have led me 
to believe that they were embarrassed 
in the presence of a woman who was 
only half dressed. They feit as they 
might have felt if suddenly they found 
themselves in the dressing room of an 
actress before she had quite completed 
her toilet. 

Of course, it is possible for one to 
become hardened to the ultra modern 
dress as it tries valiantly to enfold the 
body of a woman and does not quite 
succeed. It is also possible for a rose 
to lose its fragrance, for a sunbeam to 
lose its brightness, and for gold to lose 
its polish. When a man loses his sensi- 
tiveness and his embarrassment at the 
sight of partial nakedness, he loses the 
indefinable shine which is the hall- 
mark of his refinement. And in that 
moment he has come to terms with 
vulgarity. 

The lady who wears the type of dress 
we are discussing also feels embarrass- 
ed the first time she appears in public 
so attired. That is, if she is still a lady. 
If you think that this is an exaggera- 
tion, all you need do is ask any young 
lady who has been well brought up, 
who is the product of a Catholic edu- 
cation and whose education has done 


more than scratch the surface of her 
soul. The first time she exposes her- 
self to the inflammable eyes of men in 
a dress that is modern but not modest, 
she feels that something is missing in 
her attire. She has the constant inclina- 
tion to do what her elder sisters did in 
a former generation when the fad was 
the short skirt. Whenever they were 
seated in company, they were ever- 
lastingly trying to pull down their skirt 
over their knees. But the skirt would 
not stretch that far. So the battle went 
on and they were embarrassed. 

But I said that I would not use vul- 
garity as a yardstick to judge the pro- 
priety of the bosomy dress. There are 
too many men and women who have 
never learned the definition of vulgar- 
ity; or if they have learned it, have suc- 
ceeded in forgetting it amidst the ad- 
vertisements and the dictations of the 
world. 

The only argument left, then, is the 
argument of reason as reason interprets 
the natural law. Even pagans are held 
by the natural law. Even the makers 
of fashion and those who so wantonly 
follow them cannot deny the findings 
of reason. 

Reason says that man is not allowed 
to do anything outside of marriage that 
of its nature is calculated to arouse 
sexual passion or to stir up temptations 
unnecessarily. The only purpose that 
such passion serves (according to rea- 
son) is a continuation of the creative 
work of God. God wants the human 
race to cooperate with Himself in the 
refilling of the thrones left vacant by 
the fallen angels. But the work of pro- 
creation is difficult. It is founded in pain 
and carried on in inconvenience and 
hardship. Ask the parents whom you 
know whether or not this is true. No 
longer were they free as they were be- 
fore, once they started having their 
family. 
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But God definitely wants the race to 
go on. So, He has rewarded the work 
of fulfilling His will with a specific 
bodily pleasure. This pleasure is a re- 
ward for the beautiful work of carrying 
on the race. To use the sex passion 
outside of this purpose, is to act against 
the welfare of the race. To do anything 
which might arouse this passion mere- 
ly for its own sake outside of this pur- 
pose, is to make an attack upon the 
race. 

Only the most hardened will say that 
indecent exposure does not tend to in- 
flame the passion connected with sex 
and to cause temptations which very 
easily can be the beginning of evil. 
Women who expose themselves inde- 
cently and men who look at such ex- 
posure are putting themselves in dan- 
ger of serious sin. And it is reason it- 
self that draws this conclusion. 

Therefore it is just as improper for 
Protestants and non-believers to follow 
the modern fashions as it is for Cath- 
olics. The Pope and the priests have 
nothing to do with it. They are only 
the nudgers of the universal conscience 
of man. But even without the Pope and 
the priests, the conscience (as long as 
it is alive) will cry out against that 
which affects the common good of 
humanity. 

The objections that are thrown up 
against the position of reason are not 
very valid. 

Some say that the low-cut gown is 
an artistic creation. They imply that art 
is not bound by the same laws of mor- 
ality as the rest of things on earth. But 
art is so bound. There are not two 
standards. Artists must save their souls 
too. And they will not save their souls 
if their creations are the cause of the 
damnation of other souls. And that, no 
matter how beautiful their creations 
are. Anyway, there is a strong philo- 
sophical opinion to the effect that an 


object is never beautiful that drags 
down rather than lifts up. Beauty is not 
merely the perfection of external parts, 
but the expression of the realistic, 
idealized and inspirationalized through 
the medium of an external perfection 
and symmetry of the parts that convey 
the idea in the mind of the artist. A 
dress that disgusts and tempts rather 
than inspires and elevates can hardly 
be called a beautiful dress. 

Others say that gowns with only half 
a top to them are proper because so 
many people like them. There are 
many people who like Stalin. And 
there were many people who liked Hit- 
ler. Also there are many people who 
like liquor in such large quantities that 
it destroys their reason. Are the likes 
and dislikes of people a correct crite- 
rion for that which is right and wrong? 

For some inexplicable reason the 
army entertaining committee in the last 
war presented on occasion for the re- 
laxation of the soldiers various women 
in dresses not unlike the low-cut 
dresses of modern fashion. I say, the 
reason was inexplicable, for it was the 
will of the government and the people 
at large that the soldiers remain pure. 
Yet, when these women made their ap- 
pearance on temporary stages and at 
the edge of jungles, there were whistles 
and cries and suggestive remarks not 
unlike what one would expect to hear 
in the jungle and not on the edge of it. 
One soldier said to me, “What do they 
think we are? Iron men?” Yet, it was 
very evident that the soldiers liked 
what they saw. Did that make such 
dresses moral and proper, especially 
when we know what steps the govern- 
ment had to take in order to check the 
spread of venereal disease? It may take 
a dozen predisposing causes before a 
sin is committed. A dress that glorifies 
nakedness may be one of those predis- 
posing causes. 
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Our Catholic young ladies should 
take warning and not allow themselves 
to be turned into pagans by men who 
have no faith or moral code. I saw a 
number of young ladies on television 
a short time ago, most of whom were 
not dressed modestly. Yet, when they 
were introduced, every one of them 
was announced as being a student at a 
Catholic college. I saw a picture on the 
society page of a New Orleans paper 
one day, in which picture a girl was 
portrayed in a dress not unsimilar to 
the kind that one would expect to see 
in a risqué nightclub. And the caption 


under the picture said that the girl was 
a student at a certain prominent Cath- 
olic women’s college. 

Very probably these girls did not 
realize the harm that they were doing. 
But they should realize. To help them 
realize, this has been written. And my 
final word is this. A woman of real re- 
finement and tender conscience would 
rather wear a burlap bag or a tent than 
adorn herself in the most expensive 
dress that money could buy, if by put- 
ting on the latter instead of the former 
she led one soul into the danger of ruin. 


Loss of Time?? 


When King Louis of France was told that people talked about his habit 
of hearing one or even several Masses daily, he replied: 


“How careful people are about my time; but if I spent twice as long in 
play or hunting, they would not have a word to say against it.” 


“If,” says Cochem, “a shower of gold fell from the clouds, thou wouldst 
surely leave thy work and hasten into the street to gather up the coins. Only 
a fool would stop indoors. And thou art a fool if thou dost through indif- 
ference or negligence omit to hear Mass, when a stream of heavenly treasures 
is poured out from on high. Through neglecting holy Mass one loses far more 
than one would gain by a whole day’s work. 


“Arrange thy business therefore, if thou canst, as to allow of thy hearing 


Mass daily.” 


Good Unbeliever 


If you are one of the superstitious citizens who quake at mention of Fri- 
day the 13th, listen to Nick Matsoukas, founder of the newly organized Na- 
tional Committee of 13 Against Superstition, Prejudice and Fear. “Fooey to 
hoodoos,” exclaims Nick. “Why, I’d walk a mile for the chance to pass under 
a ladder, and I hate walking. I just ain’t afraid of anything connected with 
13. Not even the word triskedekaphobia, which means fear of 13. I’m the 
13th son of a 13th son, and there are 13 letters in my name, if you don’t count 
my middle name of Demetrius. Next year I'll be 49, and try adding them to- 
gether without getting 13 for an answer. As for Friday the 13th, that’s just 
fish day to me. No, sir, I ain’t skeered of nothin’ except taxes, traffic and 


the tsetse fly.” 


The Mirror 
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What Is Devotion to the 
Sacred Heart P 


Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus has, by now, a recognized place in the 
lives of most Catholics. It is good now and then, however, to review the facts 


and truths on which the devotion rests. 


F. Henggeler 


WHETHER YOU are a Catholic or 
not a Catholic, you ought to know 
what is meant by devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, because the 
Sacred Heart belongs to all men — 
Catholics, Protestants, Jews, pagans, 
infidels and atheists. God is the God of 
all men, and since the Sacred Heart is 
the Heart of God, the Sacred Heart 
belongs to all. 

If you are a Catholic, then, no 
doubt, devotion to the Sacred Heart 
has a special place in your spiritual 
life. But you know that the better you 
understand a devotion and know what 
it is all about the better you will prac- 
tice that devotion and the more benefit 
will you get from it. If you are not a 
Catholic, you can learn about devotion 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and prac- 
tice it, and in doing that you will dis- 
cover that you have come much closer 
to God. 

e 

The real life of the devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus began about the 
year 1670. On repeated occasions Jesus 
appeared to a Visitation nun in France 
and during these apparitions He ex- 
plained to her the devotion to His 
Sacred Heart as He wanted people to 
practice it. He asked to be honored in 
the figure or symbol of His heart of 
flesh; He asked for acts of reparation, 
for frequent communicn, communion 
on the first Friday of the month and 
the keeping of the holy hour. When the 
Catholic Church approved the devotion 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, she did 
not base her action merely on the 


visions of St. Margaret Mary. The 
church approved the devotion on its 
own merits; and if we do just a bit of 
simple thinking, we can easily see the 
reasons for this devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. 

If you look at the picture which we 
call the picture of the Sacred Heart, 
you will see that it shows us the true 
meaning of devotion to the Sacred 
Heart. Think of the picture; or look at 
it. It does not show a dead Christ or 
a dead heart, but the living Christ and 
His living heart. We do not separate 
His heart from His body. We take it 
as it is — the living, beating heart of 
flesh in the body of the living Christ. 

We choose the heart of Christ in 
preference to any of the other members 
of His body because such a choice is 
most natural. In all ages and in all 
nations men have shown special honor 
towards the hearts of their heroes. 
When a great man dies, it is common 
practice to bury his body but to pre- 
serve his heart and to show it special 
honor. The great Irish liberator, 
O’Connell, wished his body to be 
buried in Ireland, but directed that his 
heart should be sent to Rome, where 
it is still reverently preserved in a 
church on the Esquiline hill. The body 
of Christopher Columbus, a man to 
whom every citizen of free America 
Owes so much, was buried and allowed 
to turn to dust, but his heart has been 
preserved with every mark of honor 
for over four hundred years. 

There are many reasons why the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus deserves our spe- 
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cial.devotion. It is the part of His body 
through which every drop of His preci- 
ous blood passed and repassed during 
the thirty-three years of His life on 
earth. That precious blood washed 
away our sins, paid our ransom, saved 
us, and gained for us the gift of heaven. 

Another special reason for honor- 
ing the Sacred Heart of Jesus is the 
fact that it was ever in closest sympathy 
with His whole interior life. No part 
of the human body is so much affected 
by our emotions as the heart. In hope 
and joy our heart beats quickly and 
freely; in grief and dejection it is dull 
and sluggish, in love, strong and rapid. 
How justly then do we honor and love 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus which 
throbbed in closest sympathy with 
every movement of joy or sorrow, hope 
or regret, pity or love in our best 
Friend. 

Above all we honor the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus because of its intimate 
union with His divinity. There are not 
two persons in Jesus, but only one. 
And that person was at the same time 
God and man. Therefore every part 
of His body was human and divine. 
His hands were divine; His eyes were 
divine; His lips were divine; His heart 
was divine — it was the heart of 
God. Anyone who loves God must also 
love His Sacred Heart. 

Just so short a reflection as this 
brings back to us the beauty of the 
devotion to the Sacred Heart. But we 
have not yet touched upon the moré 
noble part of this devotion. Devotion 
to the Heart of Jesus alone, as a noble 
part of His divine body, would not be 
devotion to the Sacred Heart as under- 
stood and approved by the Church. 
There are two things which must al- 
ways be found together in the devotion 
to the Sacred Heart; Christ’s heart of 
flesh and Christ’s love for us. True de- 
votion to the Sacred Heart means de- 
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votion to the divine heart of Christ in 
so far as this heart represents and re- 
calls His love for us, or, to put it an- 
other way, true devotion to the Sacred 
Heart means devotion to the love of 
Jesus Christ for us in so far as this love 
is recalled and represented to us by 
His heart of flesh. 

-Many a time in your life, I am sure, 
you have had what you called a “heart 
to heart” talk with your mother or fa- 
ther or some dear friend. You know 
what it means to.“open your heart” to 
someone; how often you have told God 
that you love Him “with your whole 
heart;” many a time you have asked 
God to give you a “kind and a pure 
heart.” Now does “heart” in these ex- 
pressions which we all use mean the 
heart of flesh and blood? Certainly not. 
A heart of flesh and blood cannot speak 
or listen or love. 

By that expression, or the use of the 
word “heart,” we mean all those things 
inside of us which we cannot see with 
our eyes or touch with our hands, the 
inner, spiritual workings of our selves, 
— all those things which can be rep- 
resented or expressed in some way by 
the figure of the heart, — all those 
inner workings which we associate with 
our heart or its name. 

That is why, in a picture of the 
Sacred Heart, we need not look for a 
heart that is anatomically perfect, that 
is, a perfect representation of a physical 
human heart, because it is not only the 
actual heart of Christ to which we show 
devotion but also the love of Christ for 
us, represented or shown to us by the 
image or figure of His Sacred Heart. 
And being directed to the love of 
Christ for us, our devotion to the 
Sacred Heart finds and sees in Jesus 
everything that is connected with His 
love for us. This love of Christ for us 
was the moving force of all He did and 
suffered for us — in the manger, on 
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the cross, in giving Himself in the 
Blessed Sacrament, — in His teaching, 
in His praying, in His healing. So, when 
we speak of Jesus as the Sacred Heart 
we mean Jesus showing us His heart, 
Jesus all love for us and all lovable. 

During one of His apparitions to St. 
Margaret Mary Our Lord said, “Be- 
hold the heart that has loved men so 
much. Instead of gratitude I receive 
from the greater part of men only in- 
gratitude.” These words remind us that 
our devotion to the Sacred Heart must 
look upon the love of Christ as a de- 
spised, ignored and unrepaid love. 

e 


If you want to test your devotion to 
the Sacred Heart, if you want to find 
out if you have a true devotion to the 
Sacred Heart, ask yourself: “Is my de- 
votion an act of love in return for the 
love which the Sacred Heart has shown 
to me? Is it love for the love He had 
for me even when He saw in detail 
every sin I have committed in my life 
and every sin I shall commit before I 
die? Is my devotion to the Sacred Heart 
an act of reparation and atonement for 
my own ingratitude and the ingratitude 
of all men for the love He has for us — 
especially in the Blessed Sacrament? 
Do I receive holy communion, perform 
little penances and spend time before 
the Blessed Sacrament, to prove by my 
actions that I want to make reparation, 
— that I want to make up for my lack 
of love and my ingratitude and for the 
coldness of the hearts of all men to- 
wards Him? 

To make the test very pointed and 
practical ask yourself: “Have I made 
the nine first Fridays, that is, have I 
received holy communion on nine suc- 


cessive first Fridays? And if I have 
done so, what was my motive? Did I 
make the nine first Fridays mainly with 
the intention of receiving the fulfill- 
ment of Christ’s great promise that 
those who make the nine first Fridays 
will die in His friendship? Or did I 
receive holy communion on these nine 
first Fridays mainly as an act of love 
and reparation to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus?” 

If you find that the last mentioned 
motive did not play a great part in your 
keeping of the nine first Fridays, then 
make them again, receive Him in holy 
communion on nine successive first Fri- 
days and do it just for love of Him, for 
love of His love for you, in reparation 
for all human forgetfulness of His love. 

Make a holy hour some day or eve- 
ning, all alone before the Sacred Heart 
in the tabernacle. During that hour do 
not ask for one favor. Sympathize with 
the Sacred Heart in His sufferings, in 
His aloneness. Your love and repara- 
tion will be enough so far as asking for 
favors is concerned. 

If the Sacred Heart has been en- 
throned in your home, remember that 
it was done not just to keep His bless- 
ing and protection over you but to 
make your complete home life an act 
of love and reparation to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. 

Surely, you need not worry that in 
all these acts of devotion, of love and 
reparation you are passing by great op- 
portunities to ask for grace and help 
and blessings. Remember only this: 
you are being loving and generous to 
the Sacred Heart, and the Sacred Heart 
has never been and will never be out- 
done in love and generosity. 


lower case 
there would be less pride 
in the human race 
if we would learn to hide 
the i in lower case rjs 
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ForWives and Husbands Only 


D. F. Miller 





Alcoholic Husbands 


Problem: Please write something in your column to help those of us who 
have alcoholic husbands. My husband, for example, is a good man, and our 
marriage was fairly average and happy up to a few years ago. Then he began 
to drink and has reached the point now where he cannot be without alcohol 
and cannot take it without becoming drunk. Everything we have lived for is 
being lost and wrecked, and I’m afraid we cannot go on living together much 
longer. I feel so helpless. 


Solution: The word “solution” is a poor one to use in connection with this 
reply. If we had an easy solution we would be willing to spend all our time 
trying to lift this curse from homes that have been blighted by it. 


At the risk of again (as we have in the past) calling forth the wrathful 
answers of suffering wives, we must restate the principle that nagging, ex- 
plosions of anger, etc., on the part of wives will rarely produce even tem- 
porary good results, and will often increase the deplored evil. We say this 
with full sympathy for the anguish of wives who cannot seem to contain 
their indignation against husbands who repeatedly come home in a drunken 
state. 


As “Alcoholics Anonymous” has so forcefully brought out, the only pos- 
sible cure for an addict must begin with the humble recognition of his weak- 
ness, and his need of outside help, both natural and supernatural. A good 
Christian wife can do much to bring her alcoholic husband to the admission 
and recognition of his weakness and helplessness by himself. Angry tirades do 
not accomplish this; they too often make a man defend his drinking in his 
own mind; they make him say, “I can quit drinking any time I want to.” The 
truth is that until he says humbly, “I can’t overcome this by myself,” there 
is little hope. And he needs the help of a wife to bring him to say that. 


A wife can rarely be the “outside help” that a man needs to overcome his 
weakness. Alcoholics aré usually immature persons unknowingly trying to 
escape the humdrumness of marriage after many years of familiarity with 
their wives. They need a stranger, a reformed alcoholic, to stir them out of 
their immaturity. After trying, by every means in her power, to convince her 
alcoholic husband that he needs help, a wife should look for a good repre- 
sentative of Alcoholics Anonymous to give him that help. At the same time 
she should use any influence she possesses to urge him to pray, to go to con- 
fession regularly, and to receive Communion often. 
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Incident at Twitterington 


Why the Viscount fell flat on his face is quite a story. It’s more than a story. 


It’s history. 


F, M. Lee 


VISCOUNT S. Trafalgar Twitterington 
raced across the lawn and fell flat on 
his face. It was an old failing of Tra- 
falgar’s, and the earthworms that were 
involved in the ground beneath him 
simply shrugged their shoulders in dis- 
gust, and bore down a few more inches. 
Trafalger was up before he could spell 
Trafalgar, having laid there three or 
four minutes trying it, and he then 
peered around several yew trees in that 
portion of the estate. Evidently, the 
Viscount was mentally unhorsed about 
something. By the way, the moon was 
shining. 

But the glories of Twitterington 
Abbies (that is the name of this place 
where Traf. lives. Oh, yes, and he is 
next in line to his Father, the eighth 
Earl.) in the moonlight did positively 
nothing for our hero. Something had 
happened around vespertime that had 
simply left his soul scratched, no end. 
And this is the story. 

As everyone knows, each year the 
town of Twitterington Crossings holds 
its Annual Spring Auction-and-Glee 
for the Payment of Installments Due 
for the New Roofing of the Twittering- 
ton Arms Pub. What had happened 
was this. Two hundred and thirty-six 
years earlier, Oliver Cromwell and 
some of his boys had stopped over- 
night on their way to drive the Irish to 
hell or Connaught, and eventually, to 
the Free Republic. Oliver had opened 
quite a few kegs, on the house and for 
free, as he put it, and, of course, there 
were some nasty words between him 
and a few Twitteringtons. Anyway, 


when the thing was over, the roof and 
two Twitteringtons were missing, and 
that brings us back to the Spring Auc- 
tion. This Spring Auction-and-Glee 
was held to pay for that roof. Actually, 
the roof had been paid for, two hun- 
dred and thirty-one years earlier, but 
you know how those things catch hold 
of the peasant imagination. The Twit. 
Earls did not seem to mind, especially 
seeing as how the proceeds, by strict 
tradition, were always carried in by 
some yeoman, or fief or other, and 
stashed away in an old family punch 
bowl on the third shelf of the kitchen 
closet. But back to Trafalgar. 

After dinner, having had his brandy 
in the coffee-study where no Twitter- 
ington had ever tasted coffee, Viscount 
Trafalgar was struck by an idea. At 
first he shook his head, more than a bit 
dazed. It was the second time since 
Michaelmas that this thing had hap- 
pened. Ideas always left him this way. 
But he rallied and held. 

“T have an idea.” 

His father led the laughter. Mother, 
of a longer and more polite lineage, 
merely simpered. Various brothers, 
cousins, aunts and hangers-on con- 
tented themselves with throwing pil- 
lows and doilies toward the errant Tra- 
falgar. Again he rallied. 

“Oh, but I have!” And out it poured, 
despite much stomping, hissing, and 
sundry uncouth noises. “What say we 
auction off one of those suits of armor 
up there in the attic?” 

Well, I tell you, — you talk about 
ovations. Father harrumphed and glow- 


[335] 








ed 2nd back to harrumpn again. Moth- 
er poured politely, and so did his sis- 
ters and his cousins and his aunts. All 
of their terrific pride in him found sum- 
ming up as they breathed those two 
words: 

“Trafalgar Twitterington!” 

Never a person to tarry, what with 
the iron being hot and all, Traf flung 
himself out of the room, as the books 
do say, and up, up into as messy an 
evening as ever plagued a Twittering- 
ton. Loping into the attic, young Twit 
remembered that none of the earls had 
ever brought the electric lighting this 
high, and he loped out for a candle or 
something or other. He found candle, 
loped back, lit same. Just like that. 
Finding the suit of armor was a bit of 
a trick under the circumstances, but at 
last he saw its dull metal reflecting back 
his candle. In a trice, he had the old 
relic flung over his shoulders. 

“Put me down, varlet!” 

Things had never come too easily to 
S. Trafalgar, and this time it was quite 
an out-size situation for his type of 
brain. But Twitterington will rally. 

“Oh, I say! Anybody up here in this 
old attic, eh what? Huh?” 

“Put me down, serf!” 

“Oh, why of course. Glad to help. 
Where are you, old boy?” 

“I am on your shoulders, knuckle- 
head!” 

“Ha! Pretty good. On my shoulders. 
Pretty good. Hardly, though, old boy! 
You see, I have this old bit of armor 
on my shoulder. Come now, just step 
out into the light!” 

“Look, lug! I be inside this suit of 
armor!” 

There was quite a crash. 
e 


Twilight had quite flounced her 
roseate way down the great yew aisles, 
and all that, before the scion of Twit- 
terington Abbies stirred. He opened 
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his eyes, took one look, and made a 
mad dash back for unconsciousness. 
For once, he couldn’t make it, and 
there was nothing to do but look again. 
Traf gasped as does the beleaguered 
carp; reason stumbled and tottered, but 
it still had to admit that a suit of armor 
was sitting on a chair with its legs 
crossed. Reason really winced when it 
saw a mailed fist lift a cigarette to a 
steel face-guard. Friends, cigarette 
smoke was curling from a cigarette at 
the end of the Viscount’s new eleven 
inch holder. The smoker spoke. 

“Which earl are you?” Needless to 
say, there was a metallic something 
about the voice. 

“Yiyiyial be yiyiyiyinth.” 

“Ninth, I guess. Family surname?” 

“Nnnnnnno! Nnnonnnnnot that!” 

“Why not?” 

“Tttttto ttttttricky. Mmmmmmmight 
ssttutter.” 

The iron chimney clanked ominously 
and shot a naturally steely glint at 
Twit. 

“Twitterington, sir.” Trafalgar was 
sobering up nicely. 

“Twitterington, eh?” the old iron 
mused, hardly. “So our cause was lost. 
Tell me, child, did you go to Mass 
this morning?” 

“Where, sir? No, sir, I have been 
here all day, sir.” 

“The family chapel is here, lunatic! 
Or did they change that, too?” 

“Oh, the gun room, sir! That used to 
be a chapel of sorts, I understand.” 

“Gun room! Lord Cecil swore he 
would tear the Mass out of my home. 
He did. That dog succeeded!” 

“Pardon me, sir. Did you say, — 
‘your home’?” 

“Yes, fool, I built this place. I am 
the First Earl.” But now it was the 
voice of a tired old man. 

“Oh, sir! Then your portrait is in 
the Library.” 
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“Is there a D’Arcy in the library?” 

“Why no, sir. They are all Twitter- 
ingtons. Euclid Twitterington, First 
Earl. That’s you.” 

“Silence! He was my lackey; my 
groom! Shined this very armor. 
Groomed my favorite mare. D’Arcy 
built this house, do you hear. I, Ed- 
ward D’Arcy, First Earl . . . . and last 
of his line. My three sons fell at the 
battle of Marston Moor. ... . And so 
Twitterington turned . . . . Twitter- 
ington... . hah, from mare ticks to 
heretics . . . . not so far a journey, at 
that..... And Twitterington took my 
home for spoils, in payment for treach- 
ery to man and God!” 

“I am sorry, sir.” 

“England shall be sorry.” And then, 
pathetically, “So you say there is no 
daily Mass in the house of D’Arcy?” 


“I think I know what you mean, sir. 
There is no Mass... . any day.” 

“You will pick up your candle now, 
child, and leave me.. And I would I 
could dispel my. memories as easily. 
Go now!” 

e 

And so Viscount S. T. Twittering- 
ton, possibly ninth Earl of the Abbies, 
has gone down the stairs. He has start- 
ed into the library. Into the library, 
where there is no D’Arcy. And he has 
bethought himself that it would be bet- 
ter not to stay in this room right now. 
Better get out of here. Better run out . 
of here. Run out of here and into the 
park, and fall flat on one’s face. 

The earthworms, gentle companions, 
are waiting under the yews. And they 
can’t possibly remember the First Earl. 





Colorless 


Frightened at the sudden approach of a tall American on a noisy motor- 
cycle, a group of Luo children in Africa scurried in all directions to hide. 
But when the motorcycle stopped and they recognized Father John M. Schiff, 
a Maryknoll missionary from the Bronx, the youngsters quickly came forth 
from their hiding places. 

“Why did you run away?” asked Father Schiff. “Are you afraid of me?” 

“Oh, no,” answered one of the lads. “We ran because we thought you 
were a white man.” 

“Well, don’t you think I’m a white man now?” asked the priest. 

“Oh, no,” explained the lad. “You're a priest.” 


Poor In Spirit 


A priest of our acquaintance was telling us the other day about a lady 
who appealed to him on behalf of a relative of hers who had collapsed 
mentally and was confined to an institution. 

“She says and does the most awful things,” the lady said. “Do you think 
God will hold it against her?” 

“Why no, of course not. Not if she is insane,” the priest answered. 

“Well, that’s what I told my sister,’ the lady said, much comforted. 
“After all, Our Lord said: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit,’ and her spirit is 
about as poor as any I’ve ever seen.” 
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For Non-Catholics Only 
F. M. Louis 


Catholic Dictatorship over Marriage 


Objection: It can hardly be doubted or denied that the Catholic Church 
is very dictatorial and undemocratic in its attitude toward marriage. It forces 
non-Catholics who want to marry Catholics to come to a priest to be married; 
it demands that the non-Catholic make the promise that all children will be 
raised in the Catholic religion; it insists that the non-Catholic take instructions 
from a priest, and that the Catholic make an effort to convert the one he 
wants to marry. Do not non-Catholics have just as much right to demand all 
these things as Catholics? 


Answer: lf it were logically sound and spiritually safe for a Catholic to 
believe that “all religions are equally good” or that “it does not matter what 
a person believes,” then this objection to the Catholic position on mixed mar- 
riages would carry much weight. However, it is the conviction of Catholics, 
not only imposed by the authority of their Church, but arrived at by their 
own reasoning, that there can be only one true religion; that one who has 
proved to himself that he has the one true religion is bound to act in ac- 
cordance with that truth especially in the important business of marriage. No 
Catholic has to marry a non-Catholic; in fact, he is warned against doing so 
because of the religious complications involved in such a marriage; if he in- 
sists in doing so, he knows that he must still do so as a Catholic, i.e., as one 
bound to safeguard the truth of his religion, to carry out its serious rules 
concerning marriage, and to do all he can to guarantee the truth to his 
children. 


The chief reason for the objection to the Catholic Church’s laws concern- 
ing mixed marriage is the failure of objectors to see how the principles and 
understanding of the individual Catholic fully corresponded with the com- 
mands laid down by the authority of the Catholic Church. This: is not a 
question of a Catholic having to obey certain laws that he himself cannot 
understand or agree with. If he understands his faith at all, he puts the mat- 
ter to himself in this way: “I believe that the Catholic Church was estab- 
lished by Christ. I believe that Christ gave it authority over marriage as a 
sacrament, and that I must be married before a priest, no matter whom I 
marry. I believe that a potential parent has the obligation of making sure he 
will hand on what he knows to be the true religion to his children, no matter 
whom he chooses to marry. I believe that a convinced Catholic must want his 
partner in marriage to be a convinced Catholic too. If I cannot marry a non- 
Catholic and carry out these convictions, I should prefer not to marry at all.” 
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Abolish Divorce! 


This is advice to America. We know that it won't be taken, but none has ever 
been more important. Thank God if your religion reprobates all divorce and 


rematriage. 


D. J]. Corrigan 


BARBARA was a fourteen year girl, 
detained, for her own protection, in a 
reform school. “Who is your mother?” 
I asked. She told me. “And your fa- 
ther?” She answered: “Which one do 
you mean?” Like so many other young- 
sters in trouble today, her home life 
had been blighted and all but destroy- 
ed, not once but several times, by 
divorce. 

Everybody, apparently, looks with 
loathing upon divorce courts, but so 
many, especially our civil lawmakers, 
approve divorce. Everybody condemns 
the evils consequent upon divorce, but 
sO many, particularly among non- 
Catholics, flock to the divorce courts. 
In some years since the war there has 
been almost one divorce to every three 
marriages in the United States; in the 
six year period between 1945 and 
1950, approximately 2,771,000 di- 
vorces were granted in this country 
alone. (National Catholic Almanac, 
1952) This is a far more serious evil 
than our crime investigating commit- 
tees have gone into to date, for it is 
wrecking not only the nation but hu- 
man souls. Yet, except for a few faint- 
hearted attempts by some legislators to 
make marriage slightly less easy after 
a divorce, the trend is to throw open 
ever more widely the gates to marital 
infidelity. In most of the 48 States 
about all one needs to obtain a divorce 
is $75 to hire a lawyer. 

For many people easy American di- 
vorce laws have made marriage a gam- 
ble and a mockery. It is sadly ironic 
that the very laws that should be safe- 


guarding and promoting the good of 
the home and individual are surely and 
rapidly encouraging one of the maggots 
that are gnawing away at the decaying 
organism of modern civilization. The 
entire security and prosperity of civil 
society is conditioned on the perman- 
ence and well-being of the family and 
the home: when these break down, al- 
ways the state soon after succumbs to 
anarchy or a stronger power. With re- 
gard to divorce, our civil government 
has persistently, in ostrich fashion, 
buried its head almost completely to 
hide from one of the problems that is 
bound, if it goes on, to wreck the pow-- 
er and stability of the American nation. 

To check this disastrous trend, our 
government would have to go against 
the established practice and opinion of 
a very large proportion of American 
citizens. One of the many evils that 
stemmed from the Protestant revolt in 
the 16th century was the denial of the 
sacramentality and the indissolubility 
of the marriage bond. With that the 
bottom dropped out of marriage as a 
sacred and permanent institution in 
whatever nations Protestantism held 
the preponderant power, and this coun- 
try has been no exception. While many 
individual Protestants may disagree in 
conscience with their ministers and 
churches on the subject of divorce, the 
fact remains that the traditional free- 
dom granted by Protestantism, in evi- 
dent contradiction of the Bible, for di- 
vorce and remarriage has afforded the 
greatest encouragement to American 
couples, both churched and unchurch- 
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ed, to seek in increasing numbers di- 
vorce and remarriage. By doing this, it 
has contributed largely to most of the 
other evils that infest modern home life 
today: marital infidelity, wife-trading, 
trial marriage in fact if not in expressed 
intention, neglect of children, abortion 
and birth-prevention, the childless 
home. 

Morally and socially, the evil con- 
sequences of easy divorce and re-mar- 
riage are far reaching. Our juvenile re- 
formatories and even our prisons are 
crammed with the offspring of homes 
broken by the divorce courts. When 
God’s laws regarding marriage are 
ignored and flouted, it can hardly be 
expected that much training in morals 
or religion can be given by parents who 
are in their second or third marital 
unions, or who openly have their extra- 
marital boy or girl friend. From the 
viewpoint of the state and nation, the 
direct and most frequent effect of the 
multiple married is the home where, by 
the will and sin of man and wife, there 
are no children. These may rightly be 
described as parasitical unions, made 
possible largely by legalized adultery, 
where husband and wife contribute 
nothing to the well-being of their coun- 
try except the satisfaction of their own 
selfishness and passion. In the past, 
when family life has sunk so low, it 
has meant the rapid extinction of a 
nation. 

In addition to the Catholic Church, 
there are many individuals and groups 
that recognize the evils of divorce. But 
outside the Catholic Church, there are 
very few who look upon indiscriminate 
divorce as a moral evil. In conse- 
quence most of the attempts to do 
something about the disastrous results 
of broken marriages have little or no 
effect as a cure for this social cancer. 
Marital incompatibility or infidelity, 
neglect of the children of the divorced 


— the reformers, in their narrow view, 
see these only as the factors involved 
and devote all their energies to palliat- 
ing them. They close their eyes to the 
fact that the man or woman who looks 
upon marriage as something human 
only and as something that can be 
broken at will, is not going to bother 
much about fidelity or compatibility, 
or even the children, once he or she is 
attracted to an outside person or pleas- 
ure. 

One such half-hearted though well 
meant attempt has recently been made 
in the Washtenaw County Circuit 
Court of Michigan, “the first such at- 
tempt in Michigan and in some ways 
the first in the United States.” When 
the League of Women Voters in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, appealed to Judge 
James R. Breaky, Jr., to do something 
about the social problem of divorce, 
the judge with their help established in 
connection with the court a marriage 
counseling service, with Dr. Katherine 
B. Greene, clinical psychologist of the 
University of Michigan, in charge. Dr. 
Greene is considered a particularly 
happy choice in as much as she has 
successfully reared a family of five 
children. 

The procedure is as follows: when 
a couple appear before the court, if 
their attorneys consent, they are re- 
ferred to Dr. Greene. She in turn tries 
to do three things: 


1. Effect a reconciliation if possible. 

2. If reconciliation is impossible and a 
divorce is to be granted, lessen the 
blow for the children by helping the 
parent who has custody to establish a 
new home. 

3. In prospective remarriage give assist- 
ance in avoiding the pitfalls of the 
first marriage. 


Dr. Greene gets down to reality 
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when she states: 


“When a divorce goes through, that’s 
when a woman has more troubles than 
when she was married. A woman may 
be married to a man who drinks, or 
beats her, or fails to provide adequately 
for the family, but when she gets a di- 
vorce she learns that she has traded one 
trouble for two or three. 

“The children lost both parents be- 
cause the mother must go to work to 
support them. They get into trouble. She 
loses out in social life because she is the 
odd one at any gathering. Financial 
troubles pile up. 

“Many divorced women admit to me 
that, bad as he may be, any man in the 
house is better than none. The causes of 
divorce — drink, religious differences, 
money troubles, beatings — all of them 
exist in going marriages.” 


There is also much merit in her fol- 
lowing remark: “It is willingness to 
make adjustments, on the part of one 
or both, that keeps a marriage going.” 
But she shows that she is in accord 
with the unmoral tempo of our times 
when she continues: “No doubt some 
people should be divorced because they 
are completely incompatible.” (Italics 
ours) If incompatibility is to be con- 
sidered a justifiable cause for divorce, 
where is the line to be drawn when 
incompatibility is not to be a cause? 
May a husband divorce a wife who has 
fallen chronically sick and will be only 
a burden to him? (Incidentally, this 
happens, under our present laws.) Or 
may he put her aside because she is an 
abominable cook and his stomach can- 
_ not stand her? 

It may be that Dr. Greene and the 
other earnest officials of the court of 
Washtenaw County are trying to sal- 
vage what they can from a very rotten 
situation. Possibly, too, they would 


agree privately that the evils of divorce 
have a deeper cause than incompati- 
bility, that man and wife will not be 
compatible unless they want to be and 
try to be; that they will not want to be 
and make sacrifices to be, so long as 
they look upon their marriage as some- 
thing that does not bind till death, that 
can be broken in the courts for almost 
any trumped up excuse under the sun. 
In other words all the marriage coun- 
selers in the world are not going to be 
able to do much to prevent divorce un- 
til our civil laws reform to fit the divine 
commandment: “What God hath join- 
ed together, let no man break asunder.” 

As a priest, the writer has never felt 
so frustrated as when a couple, with no 
religious belief whatsoever, once came 
to him separately about their proposed 
divorce. They were angry and bent on 
wreaking their fury on each other’s 
reputation. In addition, as events sub- 
sequently proved, the husband was in- 
terested in another woman. In the ab- 
sence of religious or moral convictions, 
it was useless to invoke God’s law or 
the consequences of sin or the sanctity 
of their marriage vows. And as so of- 
ten happens, even their two children 
meant nothing in the face of their pas- 
sion. In the language of moderns, they 
wanted out, they knew they could get 
it, and nothing was going to stop them. 

True, it is not exactly the office of 
the state to convert and bring back 
American pagans to the ways of God 
in marriage. But the state can and 
should, if only for its own good, do 
everything possible to prevent the 
spread of immorality and irreligion, in- 
stead of fostering it as it is doing at the 
present time in our country. For its 
own salvation civil. government should 
immediately reform and enact legisla- 
tion to put a stop to the steady and 
certain ruin of home and family life in 
America. The following two sugges- 
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tions would, in the writer’s opinion, 
prevent most of the evils of married 
life and stabilize marriage today. 

First, put a halt to all hasty and 
ill-advised marital unions. In most 
states, for numerous justices of the 
peace and even some ministers, mar- 
riage has become a lucrative financial 
racket, with no regard for the disas- 
trous consequences that such inconsid- 
erate matings often bring to the people 
involved and the possible child. Just 
to give an example of how low our 
Officials have fallen in this, we quote 
a news dispatch that came out of Idaho 
on March 27: 


Idaho and Nevada are the chief com- 
petitors for marriage and divorce busi- 
ness. Idaho matched Nevada with a six 
weeks requirement for divorce. Idaho de- 
lays the wedding-bound couple only long 
enough to get a blood test—about an 
hour and a half. 

For the convenience of wedding- 
bound couples, Kootenenai County’s mar- 
riage license bureau remains open until 
9 P.M. Justices of the peace, who do a 
thriving business, have set up shop across 
the street from the courthouse. 

One resourceful marrying justice 
sports a neon sign on his place of bus- 
iness—“The Hitching Post.” 


While it may seem unfair to quote the 
glaring examples of Idaho and Nevada, 
the truth is that in most of our states 
it is hardly more difficult to get mar- 
ried at the drop of a hat, in a less pub- 
licized way, of course. 

In as much as matrimony, for the 
vast majority, is the most important 
step in life, it is imperative that civil 
law try to help it be successful. This 
could be done if our States demanded 
a waiting and “cooling off” period of 
from three to six months from the ap- 
plication for the license to the marriage 
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ceremony. Allowance could be made 
for exceptions, by clearly defined emer- 
gencies specified by law. 

Then, especially in the marriages of 
minors, documented evidence, not just 
one’s word, should be demanded for 
proof of age. Statistics show that often 
a long career in divorce begins when a 
boy, and especially a girl, are married 
early in their teens. When minors ap- 
ply for marriage, the permission of 
parents should be just as stringently 
required as for business contracts. Un- 
der present legislation, it is often too 
late for parents to sue for annulment, 
after the ceremony is performed and 
the young couple have lived together. 

It is just here that a marriage counsel- 
ing service could accomplish some good, 
not later, when the marriage is on the 
rocks. As it is, so many Americans go, 
and often rush, into marriage with little 
or no sense of the obligations and 
moral issues involved. But it is doubt- 
ful whether any such counseling serv- 
ice could have much permanent effect, 
limited as it is to the few practical hints 
it can give for compatibility and for- 
bidden by the lax conscience of Ameri- 
ca from invoking any higher source of 
obligation than decency and honor, 
which soon disappear in the hearts of 
those seeking easy divorce in the courts 
of the United States. Right now the 
only marriage counseling service that 
works in America is that afforded by 
Catholic priests, because young Cath- 
olic couples believe that God instituted 
marriage and made its laws. This ac- 
counts for a proportionate low divorce 
rate among Catholics, even though the 
spirit of the age has infected Catholic 
marriages and homes to a certain 
extent. 

Secondly, if our civil government is 
to save marriage and the family, it 
should abolish entirely our present sys- 
tem of divorce with the pretended right 
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to remarry during the lifetime of one’s 
partner. Until this is done there will 
be no improvement in matrimonial life 
in America. Indeed, if it were done, 
most of the evils in married life today 
would disappear. 

The first reason for the abolition of 
divorce is that it is immoral. Both the 
natural and revealed moral law con- 
demn the practice of divorce as it is 
granted by our laws. History proves 
that when a nation, by abuse of its 
power, interferes with the divine law 
in such important and sacred relation- 
ships as marriage and family, invariably 
that nation will be punished. 

If divorce were abolished by civil 
law, a person contemplating marriage 
would be very particular about the 
qualities of the partner with whom he 
must spend the rest of his life. Thus 
many, perhaps most of the causes for 
present day incompatibility, would dis- 
appear. Neither would marriage be the 
haphazard, spirit-of-the-moment, or the 
juvenile decision that it often is today: 
it would regain much of its dignity, 
solemnity, sanctity, because the mar- 
riage certificate containing the written 
vow would be much more than a scrap 
of paper. 

Besides, such civil laws would take 
away much of the fear in the hearts of 
many good young people contemplat- 
ing marriage today. To know that one’s 
partner has the same convictions re- 
garding the permanence of the matri- 
monial bond, even if only under com- 
pulsion from civil law, would make it 
much easier for a couple to weather the 
squalls and tempests that threaten even 
the best families at times. If no remar- 
riage after divorce were possible, it 
would mean that children would be 
better housed and fed, better trained 
and loved, better prepared for service 
to their country and their God. 


But what about the fiendishly drunk- 
en husband or the absolutely unfaithful 
wife? Would there be no recourse in 
such cases? Would one have to con- 
tinue to cohabitate until death with a 
partner who is a danger to morals, hap- 
piness and even life itself? By no 
means, for our civil laws could, for 
extremely serious reasons, permit sep- 
aration of husband and wife, even en- 
forced, as is the practice of the Cath- 
olic Church and as even Christ al- 
lowed. But it would be a separation, 
not a divorce with the right to remarry. 
This is the law of God, who deemed 
matrimony too important to the well- 
being of the human race to admit of 
exceptions even in these extreme cases. 
Moreover, if this were the law of the 
land, many causes for separation would 
probably of their own accord disap- 
pear. Our present system of easy di- 
vorce encourages infidelity. 

e 


So that is it, America. There is no 
other way to stop the ruination of fam- 
ily life, with its overflow of broken 
hearts, broken vows, and broken chil- 
dren. The grafters who are fattening on 
the spoils of corrupted marriage would 
probably put up a loud howl. Even 
some who bear the role, if not the garb, 
of religious teachers, would probably 
cry out against it as dictatorship and a 
denial of human liberty, when in reality 
it would be but a curb of license. The 
only way is by a return to the laws of 
God. For proof? Ask any judge, any 
respectable lawyer, any juvenile au- 
thority, any priest or social worker who 
comes in daily contact with the human 
wreckage of the broken home. For that 
matter, ask the divorced themselves, 
and especially children who have 
known the agony of joy and hope dried 
up in their hearts by a decision of a 
divorce court. 
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Thoughts for the Shut-in 


L. F. Hyland 





Envy of Sinners 


One of the common temptations of those who have been afflicted by God 
with ill health is that of envying the good fortune and good health of per- 
sons who obviously lead sinful lives. 


A mother who has been living a good Christian life obeying God’s laws, 
faithful to prayer and the sacraments, is suddenly stricken with a lingering 
disease. She can hardly keep from thinking of mothers she knows who have 
made no secret of their disobedience to God’s laws, and who are left in per- 
fect health and spirits. 


A father who has made great sacrifices to live up to his obligations as a 
Catholic, may, when laid Iow by illness, feel that there is great injustice in 
the fact that many men whom he knows to have neglected their duties to 
God, remain in good health while he is suffering. 


The answer to the temptation to envy can be found only in the realization 
that health and sickness are by no.means a sign of God’s favor or disfavor. 
The entire book of Job in the Bible was inspired and written for the one great 
purpose of making this truth clear to all men. God’s goodness and power and 
wisdom, this great book proves, cannot be confined to so small a thing as 
the giving and taking away of health. “For he woundeth, and healeth; he 
striketh, and his hands shall heal.” God has all eternity in which to demand 
punishment for the sins of the wicked, and all eternity in which to show the 
mercy and compassion that accompanied the sicknesses He sent into the lives 
of His friends. It were so foolish to say that a man who lives eighty years is 
more beloved of God than a man who lives forty, as to say that sickness is a 
sign that God has abandoned a man and health a sign that He loves another 
no matter what his sins. 


Envy of the healthy on the part of the sick is a sign that too high a value 
has been placed on health from the beginning. Every sick person can be 
spared the torture of such envy if he fixes his mind on two things: 1) that 
the only important thing for any man is the salvation of his soul; 2) that the 
will of God is to be blessed, adored and accepted no matter what it brings. 
The will of God always brings greater assurance of salvation, because it is 
always wise and good. 
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Objective: 


Brazil (II.) 


Thoughts and experiences of a young priest about to enter the jungle land of 
Brazil for the love of a neglected Catholic people. 


W. T. Cullen 


YOU WOULD not suspect Cleanthe of 
heing a man’s name, but then there 
are a number of things in Brazil which 
you would not suspect. 

Cleanthe was a youth who first 
showed aboard the ship plying between 
the States and Brazil. Besides Cleanthe 
the ship also carried several other pas- 
sengers, a crew of sorts, and around 
six hundred tons of freight. It was built 
to carry five thousand, and the hold 
was three-quarters empty; the ship sail- 
ing down the blue Atlantic rode high 
out of the water. 

Cleanthe climbed aboard from a pier 
in Brooklyn. He brought a metal trav- 
elling case, also the ways of America 
of the North. After a sojourn of years 
in the States he had picked up the lan- 
guage and externals of a young Ameri- 
can business man. He appeared natty 
in dove grey suit and quiet summer 
shirt. English rolled from his tongue as 
easily as his native Portuguese. 

But once on board, comfortable in a 
stateroom, there came to him from 
somewhere aft the odors of cooking, 
not the cuisine served the passengers 
but the smell of things boiling in a pot, 
things oddly seasoned which swarthy 
deckhands, squatting beneath their 
hammocks, spooned out, sprinkled 
with grist, and sloshed down with gulps 
of horribly black coffee. And with these 
odors there was borne in on Cleanthe 
the realization that after years abroad 
he was on his way home. He was going 
back to Brazil. 

Along with that the ways of the 
north began slipping silently away. Be- 


fore the ship had cleared the harbor, 
passing the Statue of Liberty and the 
mouth of the Hudson, Cleanthe shed 
the dove grey coat. As the sky-line of 
Manhattan melted into the distance, 
he stepped out of expensive oxfords 
and slid cramped feet into the homely 
sandals of Brazil. 

After the ship arrived at “Ambrose”, 
the lighthouse buoy at the sea limit, 
Cleanthe, comfortably installed on 
deck, looked longingly to the south, 
down the open ocean, for here at 
“Ambrose” ships bound for southern 
ports turn to the right toward lands of 
what the books call romance. 

Cleanthe had already sized up the 
passengers. A young couple stood at 
the rail, the husband with set jaw, the 
wife with a loud, nasal voice. “Evan- 
gelists,” said Cleanthe to himself. 
Evangelists they would be, of course, 
bearing the glad tidings to Brazil — 
Brazil of Jesuit Anchieta and Nobrega 
— Brazil of the Forty Blessed Martyrs 
— Brazil, land of the Holy Cross. 

The only other passengers, strangely 
enough, were a number of priests 
bound for a port in northern Brazil. 
Cleanthe nodded agreeably when first 
they met, later he spoke as they watch- 
ed the American shore grow dim. Now 
he looked at them talking in a group at 
the rail. They were mission bound, 
three of them returning to their sta- 
tions, a few who had not yet seep 
Brazil. They were all to go a thousand 
miles up the Amazon, the heart of the 
jungle country. 

“Meu Deus,” said Cleanthe to him- 
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self pondering, “only faith or money 
could make a man undertake such a 
life, and there is no money on the 
Amazon.” With the preacher and wife, 
of course, it would be different. They 
were heading south — Rio, Sao Paulo, 
Recife — some big city. There a house 
would be waiting, a guaranteed salary 
(paid by brethren in the States), every 
comfort. Not much hardship in that 
sort of life. 

But as to these American priests, 
they were to leave the ship at Belem. 
After, they must board a river boat and 
ride three weeks and a thousand miles 
up the Amazon. Every mile the coun- 
try became wilder. The boat would be 
hung with noisome meat, drying in the 
sun. All the flies in the valley lighted 
on the cargo, later, of course, visiting 
the passengers. Cleanthe smiled in pity 
at the thought of American sanitary 
ideas. The priests would find their river 
journey free from any such. Water on 
the river was always unboiled, meat 
often tainted (to say the least), fish not 
fresh. At night, since the river boats 
are innocent of screen, the mosquitos 
gather from the four winds and feast 
on human prey; not the harmless mos- 
quito of the States, but a breed called 
anaphales_ carrying malaria in_ its 
stinger. Cleanthe had at times heard 
of men burying themselves in the river 
country for gain of some kind (which 
never appeared) but this mission un- 
dertaking was something beyond him. 

That evening in the officers’ salon 
Cleanthe, indulging his newly found 
nostalgia, also a Brazilian fondness for 
volume, turned up the ship’s radio, 
hoping at three thousand miles to pick 
up Rio. Nothing, of course, came from 
beyond Cuba, though Cleanthe made 
a valiant try. The Padres played pi- 
nochle. The captain and steward play- 
ed chess. The other officers had a game 
of stud poker. The preacher and wife 


simply sat and looked grim. After a 
while Cleanthe engaged the captain in 
chess, and the captain, no mean player, 
found himself checked at nearly every 
move. He began to reflect that perhaps 
these Latins had more latent talent 
than he had heretofore suspected. 

The next day Cleanthe spoke to the 
Fathers as they sat on deck watching 
the deep blue of the ocean. “It will 
remain blue,” he said, “until the Gulf 
of Mexico. Then for a while it changes 
to saffron to mark the course of the 
Sargasso Sea. The old pirates thought 
the Sargasso a stream that crossed the 
ocean; it is really only sea-weed out of 
the Caribbean.” Fish, the size of her- 
ring, darted out of the water, flew thirty 
feet, dove for insects. 

“Tell me,” said Cleanthe, “why do 
these evangelists come to Brazil? 
Brazilians are Catholics. It’s a disgrace 
to be anything else. The rich are edu- 
cated; they remain aloof from Protes- 
tantism. The poor are religious; they 
ignore it. The middle classes are either 
Catholic or indifferent. Only the small 
timer, who is, as you say, on the make, 
becomes Protestant, not because he be- 
lieves, but because he hopes for Prot- 


estant money — generally from the 
States.” 
Brazilians admire many things 


American—American methods, Amer- 
ican efficiency, American industry, 
American movies, American sports. It 
is unfortunate that the evangelists hide 
behind these innocent fronts and cover 
themselves with the Stars and Stripes 
to pervert the Faith of Catholic Brazil, 
telling Brazilians that it is smarter, 
more democratic not to be Catholic. 
Instead, however, of direct attack, they 
make use of such devices as youth 
clubs, free schools, medical centers, 
libraries and every seemingly neutral 
means to gain their ends — all on a 
grand scale, and behind all lies the 
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wealth of vast denominational organi- 
zations. 

“I read lately,” says Cleanthe, “that 
someone in the States willed a hundred 
million dollars to an ‘evangelist’ Board 
of Missions.” 

“Praise the Lord and pass the am- 
munition’,” quotes a Padre, “it’s Prot- 
estant dollars from America that bom- 
bard the Church in these southern 
countries.” 

Cleanthe looks out over the ocean. 
“In the south of Brazil,” he says, “their 
methods are such as would disgust 
many a Protestant American. Because 
of these the Latin countries do not 
favor the spread of Protestantism.” 

He does not elucidate; the Padres, 
however, know of the shameful matters 
to which he refers — things unbeliev- 
able of any sect which calls itself 
Christian. 

* * * 

The ship plows on in silence; hun- 
dreds of miles from all shores. The air 
is pleasant and balmy, carrying a per- 
fume that bespeaks deep sea growths, 
ocean flowers, coral reefs. 

“What did you think of America?” 
Someone asks the time honored ques- 
tion, and Cleanthe turns to his experi- 
ences in the States. 

“Of course, you know,” he says, 
“most of my time was spent in New 
York, but New York, after all, is the 
city of America, right?” The Fathers, 
all midlanders, admit that New York 
has its points. 

“The first impression,” Cleanthe 
says, “was terrifying, driving up Forty- 
second Street to the air terminal. Vast 
buildings, shoulder to shoulder, reach- 
ing to the skies. Brazil has very little 
like that. The next impression was of 
wealth — plenty for everybody. Store 
upon store lining the avenues; every- 
thing one wished for. Well dressed peo- 
ple everywhere. Then the order and 


discipline — order in traffic control — 
order on the streets, in busses, in sub- 
ways, in public places, in churches. 
Another impression was of decent gov- 
ernment and of a national sense of 
honor.” 

“And after five years have you 
changed your opinions?” asks one of 
his listeners. 

“Not fundamentally,” says Cleanthe, 
“TI have learned, of course, that there 
is poverty in the States — but not to 
compare with certain other countries. I 
know now that there is crime and graft 
— but not the bare-faced brand that 
one may meet elsewhere, even in high 
places. In America one does not need 
to rant and shout of liberty and prog- 
ress; it is there already and taken for 
granted.” 

“Were you ever homesick for Bra- 
zil?” asks a Father. 

“At first, infinitely,” admits Cleanthe. 
“Every night we Brazilians would 
gather at a hotel in New York, where 
most Latin Americans stayed. We read 
the papers that came in daily from 
South America. We discussed Brazil 
amongst ourselves, and talked Spanish 
with Peruvians and Colombians, and 
counted the days till our return. On 
Sundays we hunted out a church in 
Manhattan where sometimes a priest 
preached in Portuguese. At times we 
went to confession to the Redemptor- 
ists in Brooklyn, or found a Brazilian 
Jesuit at Fordham.” 

“And now,” questions someone, 
“after your visit to Brazil, will you 
want to go back and live in the States?” 
Cleanthe takes on a whimsical look. 
“I am a Brazilian,” he says, “and my 
place is in Brazil.” Pedantic though it 
may sound, he says it simply. He is 
coming home with a certain fund of 
knowledge and experience. With this 
he can do the most good amongst his 
own people. 
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At Belem do Para, as the ship comes 
into port, Cleanthe takes leave of the 
Padres. He knows this northern part 
of Brazil only as a land of river and 
jungle, of rude forests and forest peo- 
ple; and as he grasps the hand of each 
priest in farewell, he looks with a cer- 
tain awe at these Americans who are 
to spend years among the river folk in 
little settlements along the Amazon- 
Solimoes. 

He goes on to his home port in the 
south of Brazil with a sense of renewed 
pride in his Catholicity, pride that some 
from a far country have come these 
many miles to keep faith with the 
abandoned souls of jungle and river, 
and bring alive the seed of Catholic 
truth implanted in the heart of each 
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Brazilian. 

Did Cleanthe know the Scriptures — 
and the work of the river missions — 
he might recognize here the answer of 
Jesus to the query of John: Go and 
relate what you have heard and seen: 
the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers 
are made clean, the deaf hear, the dead 
rise again, and the poor have the Gos- 
pel preached to them. 

These things in greater part are in 
one way or another everyday occur- 
rences in the Catholic missions up and 
down the giant length of Brazil’s jun- 
gle-bound Amazon River. And the 
prime movers, under God, are the 
American missionaries — priests, 
Brothers, and Sisters — who toil there. 


How To Ruin A Career 
The following suggestions are listed as sure-fire ways to ruin a business 
career. Newsweek not long ago included them in an article entitled “The Hard 
road to Ruin.” It strikes us that they are worth considering from a super- 


natural standpoint as well as a natural. 


1. If a subordinate makes a mistake, let him have it with both barrels— 


preferably in front of others. 


2. Never accept the responsibility for a decision, if you can possibly avoid 


it. 


3. Develop your ability to pass the buck. Take private lessons at night, if 


need be, to perfect your technique. 


4. Be so impatient for advancement that you fail to learn what your pres- 


ent job has to teach. 


Long Wait 
In Ireland, as in some of our own larger dioceses, a priest must wait a 
considerable number of years before, in the ordinary course of events, he is 


entitled to consideration for a pastorate. 


A friend of ours recently was in Ireland, and was commenting on this 


fact to an old Irish pastor. 


“What is the average number of years a priest must wait to become a 


pastor?” he asked. 


“Well, I'll tell you how it is,” the other: replied. “Ordinarily an Irish priest 
can expect a parish one year after he is in his grave.” He paused for a mo- 
ment, then added, with a twinkle in his eye: “But the situation has been ag- 


gravated by the discovery of penicillin.” 
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Lost Vocations 


Very often it is not boys and girls who lose priestly and religious vocations. 


It is parents who take them away. 


L. F. Hyland 


STORIES LIKE THE following will 
happen in many homes, now that grad- 
uation time is at hand and many young 
people will be thinking about their fu- 
ture. These are sad stories, because 
they reveal a kind of selfishness that 
often interferes with the very plans of 
God. Parents who have played a part 
in such stories as these should, if there 
be time to do so, assume an entirely 
different role than the ones represented 
here. If it is too late and they have 
caused an irrevocable decision to be 
made, they should arouse themselves 
to deep and lasting repentance. 


Mary Smith is seventeen. She has 
just graduated from high school. She 
is one of four children, the others all 
younger than herself. Her parents are 
not poor, not rich, but in the middle 
class group. They have an average 
home, a three-year-old car, some sav- 
ings, and strong ambitions for better 
things. 

One day after graduation Mary says 
to her mother: “Mom, I'd like to be 
a Sister.” 

Says her mother: “Who put that 
silly notion into your head?” 

“Nobody,” says Mary. “It’s been 
there for a long time, at least for four 
years.” 

“Well, you had better put it out of 
. your head right now.” 

“But, mother, Father Green says 
that a persistent desire to be a Sister 
is one of the surest signs of a vocation.” 

“I don’t care what Father Green 
says, you are not going to be a Sister 
and that’s that.” 

“But why not?” 


The mother begins to cry. “I'll tell 
you why,” she says. “Because we are 
not going to give you up just when you 
have finished high school and are in a 
position to take a good job and help 
us get some of the nice things we’ve 
been dreaming about for a long time. 
Your father and I have made many 
sacrifices to put you through school. 
Now we have the other three children 
to do the same for. And just when you 
become able to be a little help to us 
you want to run off and bury yourself 
in a convent where we probably won’t 
even see you any more. You are just 
an ungrateful child, and we won’t even 
talk about this any more.” 

“Oh, mother, I don’t want to hurt 
you, or to run away from you. But I 
do want to do something for God, and 
I feel that this is what He wants me 
to do.” 

“When you are twenty-one, we’ll 
talk about it. You are too young now 
to be thinking of making such a de- 
cision. I forbid you to bring it up again 
till after you are twenty-one. Now you 
go out and look for a job, and go out 
with a few boy friends, and get some 
experience in the world before you 
bring up this subject again.” 

What happens to Mary Smith? You 
guessed it. She obeyed her mother and 
by the time she was nineteen the idea 
of becoming a nun was completely 
gone. 

y 3 

John Ward was fourteen. The year 
before he had graduated from the 
eighth grade of St.. Patrick’s School. 
Ever since he could remember he had 
wanted to be a priest. He had talked 
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to the assistant priest in his parish, to 
the spiritual director of the high school, 
and to his confessor. All of them en- 
couraged him in his aspirations, but 
told him he should enter the minor 
seminary soon. 

John’s father was a man of very 
definite and outspoken convictions. He 
owned a plumbing supply business and 
was making good money. John was his 
only son (the other four children were 
all girls) and the one thing that made 
him work hard at his business was the 
thought of turning it over to, or at least 
sharing it with John, as a prosperous 
concern some day. 

The few times John had broached 
the subject of becoming a priest before 
and after he graduated from grammar 
school, his father had quashed him 
completely with the command that he 
go to high school before thinking of 
such a thing. 

“I never did believe in letting kids 
of twelve and thirteen decide what to 
do with their whole lives,” he would 
say. 

Now, however, at fourteen, John 
was being urged by his priest-advisers 
to try to enter the seminary. They as- 
sured him that he would have up to 
ten years during which he could change 
his mind, even while studying in the 
seminary. They encouraged him to talk 
to his father. 

His father, however, was unshak- 
able. 

“No, no, no,” he said. “You are not 
going to the seminary. You’re too 
young. You don’t know enough about 
the world to give it up.” 

“But Dad,” said John, “I'll only be 
trying it out. I’ll be over twenty before 
I have to make a final decision.” 

“Yes, and in the meantime those 
priests will be working on you and 
filling you with ideas that will make 
you want to be a priest.” 
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“They don’t do that, Dad. You 
know that dozens of boys leave the 
seminary every year. Some of them are 
sent away. The seminary profs only 
want to find out whether you’ve got a 
vocation. And if I have a vocation to 
be a priest, I don’t want to lose it.” 

“Listen, son. This is why I won’t 
let you go. I’m building up a good busi- 
ness. You are my only son. I want you 
to be with me in that business some 
day. I want you to take it over when 
I am gone. The. one thing that keeps 
me going is the thought that I am 
working for both of us. For that reason 
I will not permit you to go to a semi- 
nary. Maybe after you finish high 
school and college and work with me 
for a little while you may consider it. 
You'll be older then. You will be old 
enough to make your own decisions 
then. But as your father, I demand that 
you finish high school and college be- 
fore you take any steps about becom- 
ing a priest. That’s final, and I don’t 
want to hear any more about it.” 

What happened to John Ward? You 
might have guessed it. He never went 
to a seminary. Nor did he ever go into 
business with his father. His father in- 
terfered with God’s plans, and so God 
interfered with his. 

e 

Parents need to remember three 
things about the vocations of their 
children: 

1. God created the soul of every hu- 
man being, and has a greater right 
than the parents to decide what any 
individual shall do with his life. He 
signifies His will by the desires He 
awakens in the heart of a youth. 

2. Parents have the duty of helping 
their children to know and attain their 
proper vocation in life, but never to 
interfere, or to force children to com- 
ply with their desires rather than with 
the will of God. 
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3. A religious or priestly vocation years. It is a grim responsibility to have 
blocked or delayed by parents in the spoiled God’s plan for one of His 
early or middle teens can be and often children. 
is lost within the course of the next few 





Pre-Marriage Clinic 
D. F. Miller 


Problem: 1 am a junior in high school and feel that I am being asked by 
God to enter the religious state. Since I am not going to enter the convent 
for a year and a half, I wish to know if it would be all right for me to go 
out with boys in the meantime. Recently I met a boy who left the seminary 
last September, and who wants to take me out regularly. I don’t know whether 
I should go out with him since he was studying to be a priest and may be 
experiencing a temptation against that vocation. Also I feel that he might 
be the cause of my passing up my true vocation, even though I am not sure 
that I am being called to the religious state. Should I go out with him? 


Solution: A boy who has been permitted or advised to leave the seminary 
has a good sign that he does not have a vocation to the priesthood, and for 
that reason a girl would not need to hesitate to go out with him if all other 
circumstances were favorable to such company-keeping. 


However, there are other angles in this case that need to be considered. 
If the girl who writes about it really feels a strong leaning toward the reli- 
gious life, she should be preparing herself for it, or at least testing her ca- 
pacity for sacrifice, by giving up some of the ordinary pleasures that are 
associated with life in the world. One such pleasure is that of steady dating. 
A girl who loves God enough to think about giving her whole life to Him 
should surely be unwilling to risk falling in love with a boy, and thus for- 
getting all about her dream of belonging exclusively to God. 


At the same time it is good for girls who enter the convent to know some- 
thing about the attractions and amusements of the world which they are to 
give up for God. For that reason I would say that a girl who plans on en- 
tering the convent in a year or sO, may go out on a date once in a while, but 
not take up steady company-keeping with a certain boy. Of course it goes 
without saying that she must prove herself to be safe from the least sugges- 
tion of evil even on such infrequent dates. By such dating she becomes capable 


of renouncing the world in religion with a clearer understanding of its at- 
tractions. 


One final point: As juniors in high school it is improbable that the girl 
and boy in this case would think very seriously of getting married within a 
reasonable time, apart from the girl’s aspirations for the convent. Therefore 
steady company-keeping could be only a great danger for them both, and a 
serious obstacle to success in their important studies. Even for this reason, 
the girl should not accept regular and frequent dates with the boy. 
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Readers Retort 


In which readers are permitted to express their views about articles and opin- 
ions published in The Liguorian. The editors reserve the right to condense long 
letters and to ignore those sent in without the name and address of the author. 


New York, N. Y. 

“In your resentment over the fact that 
Mr. Sugrue penned his remarks for a 
Protestant journal and your anxiety to con- 
tradict them, you unfortunately ignore the 
value and constructive criticism they con- 
tain. I cannot testify as to the concentration 
On money and sex but it does seem ap- 
parent that the aggressive Catholics who 
lately have been consuming so much space 
in the Catholic press do show a tendency 
to threaten anyone ‘who criticizes the way 
they tie their shoelaces.’ Mr. Sugrue’s re- 
marks may at least serve the purpose of 
demonstrating publicly that such is not the 
case. Enough incidents can be cited where 
aggressive and hostile action has been taken 
by Catholic groups sufficiently large to 
warrant Mr. Sugrue’s assertion that they 
are representative of American Catholicism. 
The Catholic War Veterans’ picketing of 
‘The Bicycle Thief, and the Catholic boy- 
cott of the film, ‘Death of a Salesman,’ are 
but two such. Perhaps Mr. Sugrue was mis- 
guided in so publishing his remarks, but 
much of his criticism deserves more gener- 
ous consideration than it was given. I enjoy 
your magazine tremendously, but in this 
case I do not think so prominent a Catholic 
as Mr. Sugrue received the treatment he 
deserves. 

R. M. D.” 

The points we tried to bring out in our 
review of Mr. Sugrue’s complaints were 
these: 1) that Mr. Sugrue did identify the 
actions of isolated Catholic individuals and 
groups with Catholicism as a religion; 2) 
he objected to some of the very principles 
of the Catholic religion in such a way that 
he does not deserve to be considered a 
Catholic. A reading of his book will prove 
this second point to anyone who knows the 
Catholic religion. His ideas on education, 
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on the necessity of sectarianism, and on the 
very nature and purpose of religion, are 
simply opposed to Catholic teaching. As 
we said before, his quarrel is not with ag- 
gressive Catholics, but with some of the es- 
sential features of the Catholic religion as 
such. If he thinks he is a Catholic, he needs 
a good course in the catechism. 
The editors 


St. Paul, Minn. 

“In your article, ‘When is Company- 
Keeping Lawful?’ you include five exam- 
ples of how married men and women may 
break the natural law. All sound equally 
Ominous. Why is the word ‘infidelity’ so 
scrupulously avoided in the examples in- 
volving married men? In the first case, the 
man is ‘keeping company contrary to God’s 
law;’ in the second, he is ‘doing something 


seriously wrong; in the third, he is ‘deceiv- , 


ing himself and doing seriously wrong.’ But 
the woman in the first case is ‘guilty of in- 
fidelity even before any adulterous actions 
take place;’ in the second, she ‘is sinning 
against the fidelity she owes her husband.’ 
Quite a difference in terms. Why? Infidelity 
is a stark word as compared to the phrases, 
‘doing something wrong,’ ‘deceiving him- 
self, etc. Sounds like more of the mass- 
male self-deception which maintains differ- 
ent moral standards for men and women. 
Mrs. A. L. W.” 
We are appalled that an accidental choice 
of words inspired so serious a charge. The 
purpose of the author of the article in ques- 
tion was to give examples of infidelity of 
both husbands and wives,’ and to make it 
clear that any one of them is a mortal sin. 
the entire context of the passage makes the 
words “adultery” and “infidelity” just as ap- 
plicable to the sins of married men as to 
those of married women, and we do not 
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hesitate for a moment to call them such. 
The editors 


Hanover, New Hamp. 
“Cui bono—‘Freemasons and Catholics’ 
—LIGuoRIAN, April, 1952? If it is the auth- 
or’s intention to alienate the presently 
growing tendency toward tolerance and ap- 
preciation of Catholicism outside the fold, 
here in America, at least, this and other 
articles in its category may well be his in- 
struments. If, however, the author wants to 
use his God-given talents to reach the un- 
initiated either directly or indirectly, would 
not a St. Philip Neri approach, rather than 
the lashing out of a Savonarola, reap a 
plentiful harvest? 
Mrs. L. T. G.” 
We feel that the purpose of J. E. Doher- 
ty’s article, “Freemasons and Catholics,” 
must be recognized, and that once it is 
recognized, the value of the article will be 
seen. The purpose, as stated quite clearly 
in the article itself, was to answer the ques- 
tions that are frequently asked today: “Why 
does the Catholic Church forbid her mem- 
bers to become Masons? Is Masonry a re- 
ligion? Are not most Masons free from 
prejudice against the Catholic Church?” It 
is important that Catholics have an answer 
to these questions, lest they feel that the 
Church is arbitrary in .her condemnation. 
It is important, too, that non-Catholics be 
given an opportunity to see why the Church 
cannot be loyal to her principles and at the 
same time permit Catholic participation in 
Masonic rites. Tolerance and charity need 
never suffer from a calm presentation of 
facts. 
The: editors 


Buffalo, N. Y. 
“As a subscriber to THE LiGuoRIAN for 
the past few years, and one who has held 
it in high esteem, you can imagine my 
amazement to see the article ‘A Guild for 
Dentists’ in the February issue, stating that 
the St. Louis Guild was the first of its kind. 


The Buffalo Guild of St. Appolonia has 
been active for the past twenty-two years. 
I would refer you to the Buffalo Centennial 
Eucharistic Congress Book, page 162, to 
see the important part our society played 
in the Congress of 1947. Dr. William Grif- 
fin, of Boston, in his talk gave a short 
history of the Guild of St. Appolonia, and 
Dr. Edward Doran, of Buffalo, gave the 
ideals and objectives of such a Guild. Up 
to now I have been proud to have THE 
LIGUORIAN in my reception room, but I 
quickly removed this issue. 
Dr. J. C. O'M.” 

We apologize for having so egregiously 
slighted, through lack of research, the Buf- 
falo and Boston and other chapters of the 
national St. Appolonia Guild. May this cor- 
rection give them greater publicity and en- 
couragement. 

The editors 


Youngstown, Ohio 

“During the past year I have encount- 
ered several Catholics who believe that a 
marriage between a Catholic and a non- 
Catholic, entered into before a minister or 
a judge, is a valid marriage and is recog- 
nized by the Church as such. It seems to 
me that the only way to prove they are 
wrong, and that they are not married at 
all is to have the correct doctrine in print. 
Will you state that doctrine? 

Very 

Yes. A Catholic, whether marrying an- 
other Catholic or a non-Catholic, cannot 
be validly or truly married except before 
a priest and two witnesses. Catholics who 
attempt marriage before a minister are ex- 
communicated from the Catholic Church 
because of the gravity of this sin, and need 
a special absolution to have the excom- 
munication lifted. Also Catholics who aat- 
tempt marriage before a minister or a judge 
are living in sin so long as they live as if 
married to their partners and have not 
confessed and been absolved from their 
sins. Of course it is sacrilegious for them 
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te. receive any of the sacraments without 
having made a good confession. 
The editors 


Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

“You have helped me in the past to 
straighten out my thinking on social prob- 
lems, and now I have a new problem on 
which I need help. In California recently, 
a Chinese couple tried to move into-a dis- 
trict and were opposed by some of the res- 
idents of the area. They met all the re- 
quirements set down for dwellers in that 
area with the one exception that they were 
Chinese. Not wanting to cause trouble, the 
husband proposed that the people of the 
area vote on the question, promising to 
abide by their decision. By a vote of 128 
-to 41 they voted to exclude him. The ques- 
tion is, did those who voted against this 
couple’s moving into their residential area 
do wrong? They gave as their reason that 
their property values would decrease if 
they permitted a Chinese couple to live 
there. 

J. M.” 

Certainly the people who voted against 
permitting the Chinese couple to live in 
their neighborhood failed against the spirit 
of Christian charity, which demands that 
all men, regardless of race or color, be 
looked upon as brothers,.and that we do 
nothing to others that we would not wish to 
have done to ourselves. If the voters them- 
selves were in a strange country trying to 
set up a home, they would not want to be 
ostracized because of their race or color. 
There is less of injustice or denial of basic 
human rights in the case presented because 
the Chinese couple freely offered to abide 
by a vote, thereby indicating that they 
would not be too hard put to find a decent 
residence elsewhere. If the case were one 
in which grave hardship would be endured 
by those ostracized from a certain area, 
there would be failure against basic human 
rights, too. The argument that property val- 
ues would decrease has this against it, that 
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it can be used almost universally to pro- 
mote segregation and slums, which are con- 
demned both by Christian principles and 
the Catholic Church. 


The editors 


Anon 

“My wife and I are immigrants to this 
country. We considered ourselves fairly 
active Catholics in Europe, and were mem- 
bers of many Catholic organizations. But 
here the Catholic Church looks to us like 
a different religion. Our European priests 
preached the Gospel; the Gospel seems 
ignoted here. Catholics are told: Pray the 
rosary, keep the fast and abstinence, do not 
practice birth-control, and contribute to the 
support of your parish. Charity is hardly 
ever mentioned except in the annual charity 
collection. There are no activities in our 
parish except a communion breakfast once 
in a while for which individuals are asked 
to pay two dollars and fifty cents. No Cath- 
olic newspapers, no booklets or pamphlets, 
no library books are available. Few people 
seem to use missals. The parish priests seem 
to be distant and aloof. American Catholics 
seem to be “just and righteous” — but so 
were the Pharisees. . 

N. N.” 

This is a sorry picture, but, we are afraid, 
an unjust one. Strangers to America, finding 
it naturally difficult to adjust themselves to 
a new environment and a different type of 
people than that to which they have long 
been accustomed, are always apt to see evil, 
especially the evil of Phariseeism, in what is 
distressingly unfamiliar. Many of us who 
have seen or know parish methods (or lack 
of methods) in many parts of Europe would 
draw some horrible conclusions about the 
faith in Europe if we did not steel ourselves 
against drawing any conclusions that neg- 
lected to take into account the temper of a 
people and national customs and outlooks 
that cannot be evaluated at a glance. Both 
Europe and America have their Pharisees 
and their faults and their idiosyncrasies. In 
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wisest 
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all charity we say that there is something 
wrong with the roots of the Catholic faith of 
individuals if it cannot be transplanted from 
one soil to another without withering before 
the real or the seeming evils it must brush 
against. For another view of American paro- 
chial life, see the following letter. 
The editors 


East Lansing, Michigan 
“The appearance of my previous letter in 
‘Readers Retort’ (March, 1952) embarrassed 
me beause no one in the world has greater 
advantages as a Catholic than I. God has 
been very good to me by putting me in the 
lap of the luxuries of His Church. I live in 
a wonderful parish, so organized that every 
family, merely by the accident of location, 
is actively involved in the life of the parish. 
Our priests are accessible and helpful. We 
have a large library, (the pastor’s) which we 
all may use. Every woman can belong to a 
small neighborhood study group, and every 
effort is made from the rectory to improve 
the spiritual life of the parish. I realize that 
we should be deeply grateful, and should 

be envied rather than praised... . 

Mrs. T. A. M.” 
So it goes, and will always go, from per- 
son to person, from parish to parish, from 
nation to nation, in the fold of Christ. The 
criticisms of the previous letter are cancelled 
out by the gratitude of the present one. No 
doubt the second parish too, has its critics, 
and the first has its saints, for both are min- 
glings of the divine and the human that is 
the Church. It is the task of each individual 
in every parish, on both sides of the sanc- 
tuary rail, to make himself and his parish 
more and more into an image of the divine. 

The editors 


Little Rock, Arkansas 
“The Remailing Committee, St. John’s 
Home Missions Seminary, is again in need 
of Catholic people who would like to help 
us in placing new or used Catholic liter- 
ature in home mission areas. 


Our files contain the names of over 2100 
people who are receiving Catholic periodi- 
cals through this medium. From this num- 
ber there have been some known to have 
become converts to the Faith and possibly 
many unknown from this infiltration of 
Catholic Truth. 

Would you kindly print the following in 
your publication: 

URGENTLY NEEDED! Catholic maga- 
zines, old or new. You, the Church Mili- 
tant, are needed to help spread the Faith— 
to help to overcome the ignorance and 
prejudice in our non-Catholic areas. The 
placing of Catholic literature in homes 
where the Faith is unknown is a wedge in 
the coor of prejudice and ignorance. We 
know of many, actually have names of 
many, who would welcome the chance to 
read this copy of THE LiGuoriaN. All Cath- 
olic periodicals are welcomed and needed 
to help those in search of, and fighting for, 
the Truth. Names and addresses of receiv- 
ers for your Catholic literature may be se- 
cured by writing, 

THE REMAILING COMMITTEE 

ST. JOHN’S HOME MISSIONS 

SEMINARY 

LITTLE ROCK 

ARKANSAS 

Any efforts you may put forth to help 
us in our work will be gratefully appreci- 
ated. 

Sincerely yours, 

James C. McDonald (Seminarian) 

Chairman, Remailing Committee” 


Pennsauken, New Jersey 
“THe LicuoriaN is the best magazine that 
enters our home. Your articles are so time- 
ly, full of punch and verve. I especially en- 
joy your stand on birth-control. We have 
five children and expect about ten more, 
and we love every minute of them. We are 
not rich, having no car or T-V, don’t own 
our own home, but still people envy us be- 

cause we are truly happy. 
Mrs. K. M. J.” 
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Portrait of Christ 


Christ and the Powers 
of Darkness 


The evil in men’s hearts is always in some way aligned with “the powers of 
darkness.” So it was when Judas betrayed Our Lord. 


R. J. Miller 


THE NEXT appearance of Judas in 
the Gospel story might be called the 
clue of the powers of darkness. It is in 
the Garden of Olives when he gives 
Our Lord the kiss of death. 


This is your hour and the powers of 
darkness 


said Christ to the traitor and his mob 
of temple guards and ruffians. At the 
Last Supper satan had taken complete 
possession of Judas; now for a limited 
time, in his “hour”, he was being given 
permission to attack Christ Himself 
through the traitor and his fellow- 
conspirators. 

Here is a new clue in the crime of 
Judas Iscariot. Not only was he avari- 
cious and unbelieving, full of earthly 
ambition and contempt for the poor 
life of Our Lord; not only had he given 
himself over to the devil body and 
soul. The clue of the powers of dark- 
ness reveals that behind the personal 
malice of Iscariot there were plottings 
of malignant forces beyond this world. 
The situation may be compared to one 
of those underworld cases in which the 
hidden bosses or “czars” of crime, bent 
on some deed of violence for the satis- 
faction of their hate or revenge, avail 
themselves of the personal grudges of 
“a little man”, some private individual 
more or less outside the gang who is 
willing enough or fool enough to let 
himself become their tool. 

The scene in the Garden of Olives, 
the scene of the kiss of death and of 
the powers of darkness, however, does 
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not belong only to the enemies of Jesus 
Christ. Rather, it is one that reveals 
His own personality at its most magnif- 
icent. Absolutely dominating the situ- 
ation, master of men and angels and 
devils; radiating irresistible personal 
power and yet at the same time achiev- 
ing incomprehensible humility; speak- 
ing as the unparalleled master of lan- 
guage in all the ranges of expression 
from restrained but rending irony to 
effortless, sublime pathos; revealing in 
one or two brief phrases the hidden 
mysteries of God’s plan for the redemp- 
tion of mankind: here if ever we have 
in one scene a manifestation of what 
St. Paul called “the unsearchable riches 
of Christ.” 

In fact, for a fuller understanding of 
“the clue of the powers of darkness” 
even insofar as it furnishes evidence of 
the perfidy of the traitor and of the 
place of the demons of hell in his 
crime, the best procedure will be to 
follow through the various steps in the 
scene of Our Lord’s arrest in the Gar- 
den, taking them each, so to speak, 
from His own point of view. 

The scene opens with Our Lord’s 
stepping forth from the midst of His 
huddled and befuddled apostles to 
meet the mob. 


For whom are you looking? 


is the simple question He addresses 
them; and for a moment they too were 
at a loss. Then hesitatingly one or two 
of them called back: 
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Jesus of Nazareth. 


Our Lord’s reply came calmly: 


I am He. 


But on the instant, as though a blast 


of lightning had crashed among the 
crowd 


they went backward and fell to the 
ground. 


To see them fall back terrified, dazed, 
helpless, one would have thought some 
threat of fiery death had exploded at 
their feet. 

Only there had been nothing of the 
kind: no bolt of lightning, no explo- 
sion, no threat of sudden death. A 
Man had answered to His name; that 
was all. 

It was a revelation of effortless pow- 
er over men that has no parallel in 
history. And yet this Master of men 
went on almost at once to another stu- 
pendous achievement. After allowing 
His majestic personality to assert itself 
for one brief moment, after rising, so 
to say, to His native heights of power, 
He swept down again to His adopted 
depths of humiliation. The prostrate 
soldiers were permitted to recover 
themselves, to rise, to advance upon 
Him, lay their sacrilegious hands upon 
His almighty person and carry Him off 
in triumph like a common criminal. 

The splendor of His almighty power 
as He laid them low is dazzling and 
breath-taking to behold; but compared 
with His incomprehensible humility as 
a victim in the hands of His own vic- 
tims it seems almost cast into the shade. 
He is the Lord of lightning and sudden 
death; His enemies seize Him, strike 
Him, spit into His face — and nothing 
happens. No distant thunder rumbles; 
the earth does not crack open under- 


neath their feet to swallow them alive. 
Almighty power binds itself to silence 
while infinite mercy has its glorious 
day. 

He allows His prostrate enemies to 
rise; He asks again: 


For whom are you looking? 
and when they repeat 
Jesus of Nazareth 
He says: 
If I am the one; then let these men go. 


He was the one marked out for humil- 
iation and death that night; but even 
in His abasement He would exercise 
His almighty power to save His friends. 


Let these men go. 


It was not a petition but a command; 
and the command was obeyed. Not 
one of the apostles was arrested with 
Him. 

But now upon this scene of divine 
power and abasement enters the traitor 
with his kiss of death. He had told the 
soldiers on the way up the hill to 
Gethsemani: 


The One I kiss, that’s the One; grab Him, 
and be sure you hold onto Him! 


As it turned out, the kiss was not 
really necessary. Our Lord had not 
waited to be betrayed. 


No man takes My life from Me; 
I lay it down of Myself. 


With His bold “I am He” He had taken 
matters into His own hands. 

But even though the soldiers had iust 
risen from what might be called an in- 
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voluntary act of recognition and adora- 
tion of Jesus Christ, and knew now 
only too well just who it was they were 
looking for, they still insisted on hav- 
ing the traitor give the agreed on sign. 
So Judas Iscariot stepped forward: 


Hail, Master, 


he said, and planted his traitor’s kiss 
on the sacred face of Jesus. And Jesus 
Christ accepted it. 


Friend, to what have you come! 
Judas, do you betray the Son of Man 
with a kiss? 


Infinite pathos rings like a knell in the 
simple words; pathos and unselfishness 
sublime. Only the depth to which one 
of His own apostles had sunk finds ex- 
pression in His words. There is no 
trace of self-pity, no petty personal re- 
sentment. The personal implications of 
the kiss of death were what He stood 
there perfectly willing to accept. What 
grieved Him was that a friend of His, 
a man He still called “friend,” had let 
himself plunge headlong into an awful 
crime; was even now a criminal be- 
traying “the Son of Man.” Our Lord 
does not even speak of Himself in the 
first person! 

But now there is a sudden violent 
change of scene. Peter, the ever im- 
petuous, seizes a sword: 


Lord, shall we strike with the sword? 


The moment had come, he seems to 
have thought, for the Master’s earthly 
triumph; now He would smite His ene- 
mies and “restore the Kingdom to 
Israel.” It was the old mistake of think- 
ing that Christ had come into the world 
to set up by warlike violence a glorious 
earthly kingdom of Israel. And so 
Peter lashes out and clips off the ear of 


one of the soldiers with his sword. For 
a moment there were wild cries and 
confusion about the Master in the 
moonlit garden; then again He spoke, 
“and there came a great calm.” 


Suffer ye thus far 


He said first of all: “allow Me this 
much.” I am yours to do to death; but 
delay your mission of death until I re- 
store a little life; and He touched and 
healed the soldier’s ear. 

It was an act of mastery again; it 
emphasized once more the absolutely 
leading role that Jesus Christ was play- 
ing even in the story of His own arrest. 
He knew exactly what He was doing 
and where He was going, better even 
than the mob that had come out to 
arrest Him. 

He knew what He was doing. After 
healing the soldier’s ear, He turned to 
Peter: 


Put your sword back in its scabbard; for 
all who take the sword shall perish by 
the sword. 

Or do you think I am unable to ask My 
Father, and have Him send Me instant- 
ly more than twelve legions of angels? 


If He needed swords, He knew 
where to get them. As God in heaven 
when satan rebelled there before man- 
kind was created, He had called upon 
the angels, and Michael with his legions 
by the power of God had driven the 
demon from heaven’s battlements and 
cast him into hell with the other evil 
spirits. Now as the Son of Man, He 
was Lord of angels as well as Master 
of men; with a simple call to His Fa- 
ther He would have had at His com- 
mand “more than twelve legions of 
angels” to defeat His enemies by power 
once more. And what a scene it would 
have been if more than twelve army 
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divisions of heavenly warriors had 
swept down from the ramparts of heav- 
en that night over Olivet and Jerusalem 
to smite and destroy Christ’s enemies 
near and far! 

Such had been God’s decree, God’s 
plan of battle, for the defeat of satan 
in heaven before time began; but the 
decree for his defeat on earth in the 
fulness of time was a different matter 
altogether. Not by the ministry of 
angels, not by divine power was vic- 
tory to be won now. Rather, it was to 
be the work of one Human Being, the 
Son of Man; and it was to be some- 
thing He wanted to work and suffer 
for, something He would deserve in 
justice from His Father. It was to be a 
return for doing the work His Father 
had given Him to do, for drinking the 
chalice His Father had given Him to 
drink. 

Not a sword but a chalice was to be 
the instrument of His glorious victory. 

So His Father had decreed in the 
Scriptures; and nothing was to keep 
Him from fulfilling the Scriptures of 
His Father’s decree, as He said to 
Peter: 


How else shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, 
that so it must be done? 
The chalice which My Father has given 
Me, shall I not drink it? 


And now He turns to the mob, and 
in a few magnificent words of irony and 
mystery reveals again His mastery over 
His enemies and hell. 


You have come out to arrest Me armed 
with swords and clubs as if to take an 
outlaw. Every day I have’ been sitting in 
your midst teaching in the temple, and 
you did not raise a hand against Me. 


Here is irony at its perfection. “If I 
am the outlaw this war-like expedition 


suggests, why was I unmolested day 
after day in your very midst, looked up 
to, teaching like a Master in Israel in 
your very temple? Why now this sud- 
den apparition of swords and clubs as 
if the Master in the temple were a 
dangerous outlaw?” 
And at once He gives the answer: 


But this is your hour 
and the powers of darkness. 


The murderous envy of the chief 
priests, the unbelief and spite of Judas, 
the plottings, the thirty pieces of silver, 
the armed guards and the traitor’s kiss 
had had to wait for their “hour”; then 
and only then would their malice be 
able to act. 

“And the powers of darkness”: other 
forces, another “power” was present 
and at work on the Mount of Olives 
that night. The legions of angels would 
have to remain in heaven; but hell 
stood open, and for that hour powers 
from its dark depths were free to in- 
vade the earth as never before. They 
would concentrate their attack on one 
Man, the Son of Man, the Human 
Being; they would use whatever human 
passions and agents they could find 
willing to serve their purposes as tools 
to give effect to what they most de- 
sired: the shameful death of this “Holy 
One of God”. 

This is the meaning of “the clue of 
the powers of darkness.” In view of 
what we have seen (however dimly) 
of the momentous character of the con- 
flict between Christ and the powers of 
darkness, the term “clue” becomes tri- 
vial and unworthy of the magnificent 
situation. But to a lover of Christ in 
the modern world it may still be help- 
ful as bringing some new light and 
ardor into his contemplation on “the 
unsearchable riches of Christ.” 
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Prods to Perfection 


Anecdotes and quotations from real life, designed to foster practices that 
should be second nature to the Christian. 


]. P. Schaefer 


AS IS THE case with all of the sacra- 
ments, Christ has made the sacrament 
of penance wonderfully accessible to 
men. He has placed its administration 
and the conferring of its graces in the 
care of a group of specially trained 
men, his priests, successors of the 
Apostles, and to them has given His 
divine charge: “Whose sins you shall 
forgive, they are forgiven them; whose 
sins you shall retain, they are retained.” 

Yet this very accessibility of the sac- 
rament, may, at times, prove to be a 
hindrance to penitents seeking the for- 
giveness of their sins. Shame and fear 
at the thought of acknowledging their 
sinfulness to another man, may prevent 
them from approaching this wonderful 
sacrament. Hence, Christ and His 
Church have surrounded it with every 
possible safeguard,.and given to pen- 
itents every possible freedom. 

Priests administering the sacrament 
are bound by one of the most rigid 
laws of secrecy, the “seal of confes- 
sion;” confessions are heard in the 
complete privacy and secrecy of the 
confessional, and this privacy is 
guarded by the stern laws of the 
Church; full freedom is given to each 
penitent to confess his sins to a priest 
of his own choice. 

But, above all, Christ has assured 
penitents, and the Church is careful 
frequently to repeat this assurance, that 
in the confessional the priest is not act- 
ing merely as a man, but as the mini- 
ster, the official representative, of Jesus 
Christ. That fear or shame may not 
prevent you from approaching the sac- 


rament of penance frequently or at 
any time, we urge you to read the fol- 
lowing incidents, to meditate upon 
them, and to apply them to your own 
reception of this sublime sacrament. 
: e 

St. Francis de Sales was once asked 
to hear the general confession of a 
priest-friend of his. On the following 
day, as the two were walking together, 
engaged in conversation, the priest said 
to him: “My dear friend, you have up 
to now honored me with your affection, 
but now that you are aware of my 
faults and former sins, I fear that you 
will no longer love me.” Francis said 
not a word in answer, but taking the 
priest to the chapel, threw himself at 
his feet, and confessed to him all the 
sins that he could remember. By this 
exposure he intended to convince his 
friend that his esteem was unchanged 
by the accusation he had heard. 

e 

According to an old legend, a con- 
fessor once noticed, to his surprise, that 
the devil had stationed himself near his 
confessional. “What do you want 
here?” the confessor asked. “I want to 
give back what I stole,” replied the 
devil. Surprised at Satan’s sudden con- 
version, the priest questioned him fur- 
ther: “What did you steal?” “Their 
sense of shame,” explained the devil; 
“when they wanted to commit sin, I 
took their shame away, that they would 
not hesitate to commit sin. Now I want 
to give it back to them, that they may 


be ashamed to confess their sins.” 
e 
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King Wenceslaus of Bohemia, who 
reigned in the 14th century, was in- 
sanely jealous of his wife, the queen. 
Curious to know what she had men- 
tioned to her confessor in the confes- 
sional, he summoned the confessor, St. 
John Nepomucene. “What is it,” he 
asked, “that the queen confesses to 
you? Reveal it to me and I shall grant 
you riches. Refuse and I will cast you 
into prison.” “Not for you, nor for all 
the kingdom of Bohemia,” replied 
John, “will I reveal that which has 
been disclosed to me as the ambassador 
of God.” The Saint was, accordingly, 
cast into a dungeon, and that his iron 
will might be shaken, the king had him 
tortured unmercifully. His body was 
stretched on a rack, and burning torch- 
es were applied to his flesh. Despite 
this excruciating torture, no words, 
save the name of Jesus and Mary, es- 
caped his lips. Realizing that his de- 
termination could not be shaken, the 
Emperor had him bound hand and 
foot, and on the eve of the feast of the 
Ascension, he was hurled from the 
bridge at Prague into the dark waters 
of the Moldau river, a martyr to the 
seal of the confessional. When his tomb 
in the Cathedral of Prague was opened 
in 1719, after the lapse of more than 
three centuries, his flesh had disap- 
peared. But one member remained in- 
corrupt. It was his tongue. 

e 


After her confession, a penitent 
woman once asked St. Francis de Sales 
what he thought of her. The Saint re- 
plied: “I now look upon you as a Saint. 
Your past life has now no longer any 
existence, and I weep tears of joy be- 
cause of your resurrection from the 
grave of sin to a life of grace.” 

e 

A young shepherd, Pelagius, was so 
shrewd that he passed among his 
friends and acquaintances for a saint. 


He had, however, at one time, the 
weakness to consent to sin, and was 
ashamed to confess it. His parents 
died, and he retired to a monastery to 
do penance for his sin. Here the devil 
persuaded him that he could obtain 
forgiveness by his fasts, penances and 
mortifications, without confession. He 
died in this state, and was buried in 
the church. The following morning, 
however, his body was found in the 
courtyard. Surprised at this refusal of 
God to harbor the body of an apparent 
saint, the superior of the monastery 
called upon Pelagius, in the name of 
God, to explain. The body responded: 
“IT am damned for a sin that I did not 
confess before dying. Behold my 
body.” At the same instant his body 
changed in appearance, and seemed to 
glow like a piece of red hot iron, 
throwing off sparks. 
e@ 

In one of his beautiful sermons on 
the sacrament of penance, St. John 
Chrysostom remarked: “God gives 
shame to sin, confidence to confession. 
The devil inverts the order: he gives 
confidence for sin, shame for confes- 
sion.” 

e 

The sacrament of penance is but an- 
other example of the mysterious and 
wonderful designs of God towards His 
creatures. He wishes to grant them 
His graces of forgiveness and strength 
for their souls, but does so through the 
instrumentality of human agents. He 
has gone out of His way, we may say, 
to adapt Himself to us and to our way 
of life. 

Never need you fear to approach the 
confessional, for there is no sin to 
which He has not promised forgive- 
ness. Never need you fear that you 
cannot be forgiven, for here it is not 
the authority of a human judge which 
is being exercised, but that of God 
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Himself. Never need you fear here the 
vengeance of an offended God, for 
here He acts only as a merciful Father. 
Shame should not prevent you from 
acknowledging your guilt to a confes- 
sor, for here all is in confidence be- 
tween you and your God. That you 
may take more frequent advantage of 
this wonderful sacrament, that you may 
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never hesitate to approach it, we invite 
you to reread the preceding stories and 
incidents slowly, reflectively. We urge 
you to apply them to your own recep- 
tion of the sacrament of penance. May 
your meditation result in a more fre- 
quent and more fruitful reception of 
the graces so generously extended to 
you by your merciful Father. 


Trial By Fire 
The blessed business of becoming an altar boy is a high privilege and a 
source of great joy for the parents. But the fond parents are blissfully un- 
aware of the behind-the-scene struggle with the Suscipiat and the other ele- 
ments that go with the basic training that turns a clumsy candle monkey into 


an apt altar boy. 


Father Lincoln Whelan describes the process in the following: 


“The crucial test comes when the new altar boy is appointed to serve the 
Sunday High Mass. This involves lighting the six high candles and a word of 
warning about the incompatibility of dripping wax on the immaculate altar 
cloth. At the proper moment the novice acolyte is armed with a blazing 
lighter, and launched into the sanctuary by his fellow-servers, who watch the 
boy-versus-candle struggle from the sacristy doorway. 


“For some unfathomed reason there is always one pious pixie of a candle 
that simply refuses to be lighted. Maybe the wick got buried in the warm wax 
by a hasty lad from the previous Mass, or one of those glass ‘followers’ be- 
lied its name and hid the wick in the southeast corner of the candle. It is 
plain that a pair of trembling hands are not of much help to the young fel- 
low at the end of the lighter as he struggles manfully against the high odds. 


“Along about now, the faithful in the pews get interested in the boy-against- 
candle match, and the fond mother in the front seat is about half way into 
a real dither. The sideline: advice from the sacristy ranges from encourage- 
ment to downright disgust. Then, in God’s good time, the tension is broken 
by a tiny flame that is apparent to everybody in the church except the new 
altar boy. This impasse is solved by a hoarse whisper from the sacristy door. 
‘O K, it’s lit.’ Indeed, all the candles are lit, including pixie number six. 


“Having gone through his baptism of fire, the new server, with face beam- 
ing like the six candles, marches in holy triumph into the sacristy. Another 
High Mass is about to begin, as the pastor makes a hopeful memento that 
the people in the pews might follow the missal as intently as they watched 
one small boy light six candles for their parochial Mass.” 
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Voice From The Vatican 


What Popes have said on topics of great interest to the people of all times. 
F. B. Bockwinkel 


JUNE IS designated according to the 
Catholic calendar as the month dedi- 
cated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
The importance and benefits of this 
devotion to the Heart of God made- 
man for men made by God have been 
pointed out by many of the Supreme 
Pontiffs. Religious who live a cloistered 
life, newly-weds beginning their mar- 
ried life, men of all nations and of all 
vocations are begged by the Vicars of 
Christ to practice a fervent, personal 
devotion to the Heart which while on 
earth was wounded for the love of 
mankind, and which now in heaven 
yearns for mankind’s love. 

Pope Leo XIII in his Encyclical, 
Annum Sacrum, On The Consecration 
of Mankind to the Sacred Heart, writ- 
ten May 25, 1899, says: “This world- 
wide and solemn testimony of alle- 
giance and piety is especially appro- 
priate to Jesus Christ, Who is the Head 
and Supreme Lord of the race. His 
empire extends not only over Catholic 
nations and those who, having been 
duly washed in the waters of holy bap- 
tism, belong of right to the Church, al- 
though erroneous opinions keep them 
astray, or dissent from her teaching 
cuts them off from her care; it com- 
prises also all those who are deprived 
of the Christian Faith, so that the 
whole human race is most truly under 
the power of Jesus Christ... . 

“Such an act of consecration, since 
it can establish or draw tighter the 
bonds which naturally connect public 
affairs with God, gives to States a hope 
of better things. In these latter times 
especially, a policy has been followed 
which has resulted in a sort of wall 


being raised between the Church and 
civil society. In the constitution and 
administration of States the authority 
of sacred and divine law is utterly dis- 
regarded, with a view to the exclusion 
of religion from having any constant 
part in public life. This policy almost 
tends to the removal of the Christian 
Faith from our midst, and, if that were 
possible, to the banishment of God 
Himself from the earth. When men’s 
minds are raised to such a height of 
insolent pride, what wonder is it that 
the greater part of the human race 
should have fallen into such disquiet 
of mind and be buffeted by waves so 
rough that no one is suffered to be free 
from anxiety and peril? When religion 
is once discarded it follows of necessity 
that the surest foundations of the pub- 
lic welfare must give way, whilst God, 
to inflict on His enemies the punish- 
ment they so richly deserve, has left 
them the prey of their own evil desires, 
so that they wear themselves out by 
excess of liberty. ... 

“Hence that abundance of evils 
which have now for a long time settled 
upon the world, and which pressingly 
call upon us to seek for help from Him 
by Whose strength alone they can be 
driven away. Who can He be but Jesus 
Christ, the only begotten Son of God? 
‘For there is no other name under 
heaven given to men whereby we must 
be saved.’ (Acts iv, 12)” 

Pope Pius XI on May 3, 1932, is- 
sued his Encyclical letter Caritate 
Christi Compulsi, On Prayer and Ex- 
piation, and fn it he begs: “Let there- 
fore this year the feast of the Sacred 
Heart be for the whole Church one of 
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holy rivalry of reparation and suppli- 
cation. Let the faithful hasten in large 
numbers to the Eucharistic Board, 
hasten to the foot of the altar to adore 
the Redeemer of the World, under the 
veils of the Sacrament that you, Vener- 
able Brethren, will have solemnly ex- 
posed that day in all the churches; let 
them pour out to that Merciful Heart 
that has known all the griefs of the 
human heart, the fullness of their sor- 
row, the steadfastness of their faith, the 
trust of their hope, the ardor of their 
charity. Let them pray to Him, inter- 
posing likewise the powerful patronage 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mediatrix 
of All Graces, for themselves and for 
their families, for their country, for the 
Church; let them pray to Him for the 
Vicar of Christ on Earth and for all 
the other pastors who share with him 
the dread burden of the spiritual gov- 
ernment of souls; let them pray for 
their brethren who believe, for their 
brethren who err, for believers, for in- 
fidels, even for the enemies of God and 
the Church that they may be converted, 
and let them pray for the whole of 
poor mankind.” 

Pope Pius XII, on March 27, 1940, 
in an address to the Religious of the 
Cenacle, stated: “Among others, there 
are two dangers actually threatening 
the world today. On the one hand, 
there is pride, rebelling against God 
and His rights; reason, breaking away 
from divine authority; and force, being 
extolled above justice and equity. But 
Christ has said, ‘Learn of Me, because 
I am meek and humble of Heart, and 
you shall find rest to your souls.’ 
(Matthew xi, 29) Thus, to spread de- 
votion to His Sacred Heart is really to 
teach meekness and humility and to 
work for the peace of the world... . . 

“The other danger, which is almost 
the opposite of the first, is the moral 
depression and the lack of trust which 
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exist, the results of the decline of faith, 
hope and charity. These theological 
virtues, which are like rays of light and 
love between God and man, acquire a 
new order from the flames emanating 
from the Sacred Heart of Jesus. In the 
contemplation of this Heart and of Its 
open wound, men understand that God 
is not only their Lord to be served and - 
to be feared, but also their Father, full 
of pity, Who loves them and is to be 
loved by them. Then the most down- 
cast spirit raises itself anew, and the 
nrost troubled mind becomes calm 
again. To spread the devotion of the 
Sacred Heart is, therefore, to spread 
peace among souls.” 

Again in an address, but this time to 
newlyweds, Pope Pius XII, on June 5, 
1940, remarks: “How could We, be- 
loved newlyweds, omit talking to you 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in this 
month dedicated to Him and during the 
very octave of His Feast? How could 
We refrain from talking to you of the 
Sacred Heart, the inexhaustible Source 
of human and divine tenderness, at a 
time when your young love — pal- 
pitating now with hope at the draw- 
ing of the dreams that will brighten 
your future and now with fear because 
of the violence that has broken out to 
darken our present age — asks with 
anguish if there be still a corner of the 
earth where two human hearts can 
cherish each other in serenity and 
peace? 

“Christ invites us to find peace in the 
loving submission to His Sacred Heart 
— at least that peace which can still 
exist in spite of the agitations of the 
external world. ‘Learn of Me.’ He says, 
‘because I am meek and humble of 
heart, and you shall find rest to your 
souls.’ (Matthew xi, 29) To be in the 
school of Christ, to learn from His 
Heart meekness and humility — the 
divine remedies against pride and vio- 
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lence, the sources of all the ills of man- 
kind — this is the way to peace, both 
for individuals and for nations them- 
selves. This will be for you the fountain 
of the happiness which you desire and 
which We wish for your domestic 


Redeemer has been extended by the 
successors of Jesus Christ on earth. 
For they realize fully that only when 
people speak with Christ heart to heart, 
and love Him from their heart, will the 
hearts of all men find a fulfillment in 








hearth.” 


To people the world over the invita- 
tion to love the Sacred Heart of their 


the promise of the Sacred Heart of the 
Risen Christ, Peace be to you. 





Test of Character 
L. M. Merrill 


On Cheating in School Work 

A shoddy trait of character that received much publicity some time ago 
when a number of West Point students were expelled, is that of cheating or 
“cribbing” in school examinations, tests, recitations, etc. All extenuating cir- 
cumstances to the contrary notwithstanding, it can be made very clear that 
cheating in one’s school work is a low device, a mark of weakness of char- 
acter, a possible beginning of lifelong unreliability, and, of course, a sin of 
misrepresentation and lying for the exaltation of one’s vanity. 

Despite the commonness of cheating in school work, there are few bad 
character traits more universally despised than that of stealing someone 
else’s knowledge in order to be awarded better marks than one deserves. 
Even children can think of few epithets to hurl at companions that cut more 
deeply than the word “cheater.” Even among adults, people are inclined to be 
patient with many of the faults of their co-workers and subordinates; but 
they ordinarily draw the line when they come face to face with “a cheater.” 

Children, at the earliest age, need to be given strong motives and forceful 
sanctions by their parents against cheating in their school work. They need to 
be taught that whatever they gain by cheating will turn out to be a bad 
profit, because what they truly are or know, will come out in the end anyway. 
They need to be reminded again and again that cheating in school is a sin, 
perhaps usually a venial sin, but one that leads to dishonesty in graver matters. 
They need to be convinced that it is not what they appear to be before others 
that matters, but what they are before God, and that it is far better to appear 
a little less brilliant than their school-mates than to make the head of the 
class by being dishonest. 

Honor systems in schools are good and praiseworthy, but they will be ef- 
fective only in regard to those students who have been trained by their parents 
to do their work without resort to trickery or unlawful copying from others. 
With or without an honor system there will always be some young people 
who will try to get high marks by cheating. They will be the dangerous and 
untrustworthy citizens of the future. 
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Happenings In Rome 


Monthly round-up of significant events in the capital of Christendom. 
C. D. McEnniry 


ROOTING ABOUT in the mud in 
dark holes under ancient Roman walls 
may yield revelations of gripping in- 
terest to the world. Professor Enrico 
Josi, disciple and successor of Profes- 
sor Orazio Marucchi, and the greatest 
living authority on subterranean Rome, 
gave a lecture with slides, before a vast 
audience, on the recent excavations be- 
low the Basilica of St. Peter. He 
showed how these excavations, begun 
and continued under the personal urg- 
ing of the present Pope, prove beyond 
doubt that the first Pope, St. Peter, 
was buried on the very spot where the 
great altar now stands. The members of 
the Church were as devoted to the 
head of the Church 1900 years ago as 
they are today. They would not, they 
could not, allow his tomb to be for- 
gotten. As soon as they dared they 
raised a humble shrine above his ven- 
erated remains. That edifice was cov- 
ered by another, bigger and grander, 
and that in turn, by another, until love 
for Christ and loyalty to His Church 
inspired them to build the Basilica of 
St. Peter, the noblest pile ever raised 
by human hands to the honor of the 
Triune God. 
e 

In these sad days, when so many 
Government Officials of Christian 
countries try to govern without God 
(and what a mess they make of it), it 
is heartening to hear these words from 
His Excellency, William V. S. Tubman, 
Negro President of the Negro Nation 
of Liberia, himself a non-Catholic, at 
the official welcome ceremony for the 
papal representative assigned to Li- 
beria: 


“One of the most pleasant duties I 
have been called upon to perform as 
President is to welcome Your Excel- 
lency, Archbishop Collins, as Diplo- 
matic Representative of the Pope to 
this Capitol. One of the many reasons 
why we are so happy in taking part in 
the present ceremony is the fact that 
Your Excellency is here representing 
the highest authority on earth whose 
power extends even to the threshold of 
what we call the Paradise of the Most 
High. I have always held that the Pope, 
the Bishops and the other ecclesiastics 
invested with Holy Orders are the 
greatest men on earth because they are 
ambassadors and representatives, not 
of Kings, Presidents, or Potentates, but 
of the King of Heaven, whose title is 
King of Kings, Lord of Lords, eternal, 
without beginning and without end.” 

e 

You have sometimes worn an 
“Agnus Dei.” You know its sacredness 
and its efficacy. You know that it has 
been specially blessed — not only 
blessed, but consecrated — by the 
Church. That is, the Church has made 
a contract with all who use, or keep 
near them, an “Agnus Dei”. By this 
contract she binds herself to offer her 
powerful prayers for them. She prays 
above all to protect them against dan- 
gers from flood or fire, and to protect 
mothers against the dangers of child- 
birth. 

But just what is an “Agnus Dei”? You 
know it is a little silk container daint- 
ily embroidered by the skillful nee- 
dle of an artistic nun. What is inside? 
Consecrated wax. Who consecrated the 
wax? The Pope. Where does he get 
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this wax which he consecrates at cer- 
tain seasons? From the Cistercian 
monks. They gather the wax from 
their bee-hives, melt it into large thin 
cakes, impressing upon each cake the 
figure of a lamb (Agnus). It was a 
lamb (Agnus) that protected the 
chosen people from the dangers of 
Egypt. This “Agnus” will protect us 
from the dangers of today. Recently 
the Most Reverend Father Gregorio 
Billi, Superior General of the Cister- 
cians, presented the Pope with the sup- 
ply for the next consecration. The Pope 
complimented the monks on their ex- 
cellent work and sent them his blessing. 
e 

One of the Roman Colleges for 
Seminarians is the “Capranica”. The 
Romans say that it is a school for fu- 
ture Prelates, Diplomats, and even 
Cardinals. Be that as it may, it is a 
school of solid priestly virtue, and the 
graduates are an honor to the College. 
Cardinal Canali, himself an alumnus 
of the Capranica, visited them on their 
patronal feast, that of St. Agnes. He 
exhorted them, not to become Cardi- 
nals, but to become holy, self-sacrific- 
ing, zealous priests. He gave to each a 
beautiful copy of the Pope’s letter on 
the priesthood, “Menti Nostrae”. Then 
he installed an excellent painting of 
Blessed Pius X, whom he urged them 
to take as their patron. He celebrated 
Mass for them wearing the very vest- 
ments of Blessed Pius X. 

e 

The Osservatore Romano calls at- 
tention to a motion, proposed to the 
United Nations by the United States, 
Brazil, Pakistan and Siam, to study 
how to make the soil produce more 
food in all parts of the world. It seems 


that our press overlooked it in report- 
ing the endless and fruitless political 
discussions. And still no lasting peace 
can be hoped for so long as present 
conditions endure: of the two billion 
persons on the earth only four hundred 
million receive the daily 2,500 calories 
necessary for a normal diet. Unfortu- 
nately, here as everywhere else, the 
Soviets oppose every forward-looking 
proposal. 
J 

A group of young Catholic workers 
spent two weeks in Rome following a 
course telling them how to become able 
and energetic leaders. To give another 
proof of how dear to his heart are 
workingmen, the Pope received them 
in special audience and gave them sal- 
utary directions on how to exercise an 
influence for good among their fellow- 
workers. 

ca 

“St. Andrew in the Valley” (of the 
Tiber) has the biggest dome after the 
church of St. Peter. In this vast temple 
there are eight days of extraordinary 
celebrations after Epiphany. Epiph- 
any is the day the birth of Jesus was 
made known to all the nations. (Be- 
fore that date it was known only to 
the Jews) These eight days of cele- 
bration are for all nations and races 
and tongues — and also for all the 
different “Rites”: the Syrian Rite, the 
Malabar Rite, the Ethiopian Rite, the 
Greek Rite. The Christian Brothers’ 
College in Rome has boys from many 
lands. They formed a society and called 
it “The Children of all Nations and 
Tongues”. The Brothers brought this 
group to take part in the celebration at 
St. Andrew of the Valley, and then to 
an audience with the Pope. 


One never realizes how the human voice can change until a women stops 
scolding her husband to answer the telephone. 


—Neal O’Hara 
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One of the topics on which quite a num- 
ber of letters are written to THE LIGUORIAN 
is that of the delays to which persons seek- 
ing declarations of nullity of marriage from 
the Catholic Church are subjected. Quite 
often the letters are bitter in tone. The 
writer is deeply in love; but the person he 
(or she) is in love with has a living wife 
(or husband), and they have been separ- 
ated and probably divorced. It appears to 
the lovers that there are good grounds for 
having that first marriage declared invalid. 
They bring the case to a priest. The priest 
is sometimes slow in taking it up with the 
matrimonial court of the diocese. When the 
case is presented, the court is slow in taking 
action. And even when one diocesan court 
has handed down a decision, there often 
must be a review of the case by a second 
diocesan court, and that too takes time. 
All this adds up to waiting, waiting, and 
often a severe trial of the patience of those 
involved. This is an attempt to show some 
of the factors that make delay in many 
of these cases inevitable, and in no true 
sense an injustice to those involved. 

° 

The first factor that petitioners for dec- 
larations of nullity are often unaware of is 
the vast difference between the subjective 
state of the one who wants to be declared 
free to marry a second time, and the ob- 
jective facts plus the required testimonies 
and documentation before a decision can 
be handed down. Subjectively, a person can 
think he has an ironclad case for a declar- 
ation of the invalidity of his first marriage. 
He may be right or wrong in his assump- 
tion. In many cases he is wrong because he 
is ignorant or misinformed about what makes 
“an ironclad case” for a declaration of nul- 


lity. But even in the case where he is right’ 


Sideglances 


By the Bystander 


in his own mind, i.e., where he knows what 
circumstances make a marriage truly in- 
valid, and knows in his own mind. that 
such circumstances were present when he 
attempted his first marriage, he does not 
have a case than can be settled offhand or 
quickly by any authority in the Church. He 
must be able to present testimonials and 
documentations that prove the facts he is 
convinced of in his own mind. Right here 
is a point at which petitioners feel that 
they are being mistreated in being subjected 
to delay. They are honest men, they say. 
They know the facts. Their word should be 
taken, they believe. Over and above that, 
they are now in love with someone else. 
Their whole happiness depends on the mar- 
riage they are contemplating. Maybe there 
is a non-Catholic involved, and if this dec- 
laration of nullity is given that person will 
become a good Catholic. In a wonderful 
case like theirs, the Church ought to cut 
the red tape; she ought to forget about 
baptismal records, first Communion proofs, 
marriage licenses, witnesses concerning the 
circumstances, etc. She ought to take an 
honest man’s word for the facts and let 
him get married again and find happiness 
as soon as possible. 
° 

Such a thing cannot possibly be done 
by the Catholic Church for many reasons. 
First of all, no matter how honest a man 
may be, he may also be ignorant of what 
are true causes of the invalidity of a mar- 
riage. Secondly, the Church has vast ex- 
perience to keep her mindful that she can- 
not trust the honesty of those seeking dec- 
larations of nullity, especially when they 
are already in love with a new prospect for 
marriage. This is hard on those who hap- 
pen to be honest and sincere, but the un- 
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counted cases of individuals who have mis- 
represented facts in order to be declared 
free to enter a second marriage make it 
necessary that no decision be handed down 
on the ground that the petitioner himself is 
an honest man and would not try to de- 
ceive. Thirdly, the Catholic Church is bound 
to follow the presumption that every mar- 
riage is a valid one until clear and indubit- 
able evidence and proof reveal that it was 
invalid or that it can be dissolved accord- 
ing to the law of Christ. Fourthly, the 
Church has the obligation of defending the 
indissolubility of marriage, and of encour- 
aging the married to be faithful to their 
partners, by not handing out declarations 
of nullity at a moment’s notice or on mea- 
gre grounds. If all that anybody had to do 
to obtain a declaration of nullity were to 
make a few statements to a pastor or bishop 
about his first marriage, rectories and 
chancery offices would be crowded with 
disgruntled husbands and wives seeking es- 
cape from their marriages. They are too 
crowded with such as it is, simply because 
there are so many people who think the 
Church is “easy” in this regard. 
e 

For all these reasons there are many 
rules set down by the Catholic Church for 
the examination of cases, the gathering of 
testimony, the presentation of documents, 
etc., before any action can be taken. These 
rules are not arbitrary or unnecessary. They 
are all required by the seriousness with 
which she looks on the responsibility of 
protecting marriage as a divine institution. 
Carrying out the rules means waiting and 
delay. On his own side, the petitioner must 
practice humility and patience for these 
reasons. First, he is still bound by a prom- 
ise he made freely, and one that he made 
to last until death. It has not yet been de- 
cided that there was a circumstance that 
rendered that promise invalid, and until it 
is so decided he is bound like everybody 
else who marries. If the promise was a mis- 
take, and the marriage turned out badly, 


he must be humble enough to admit that 
at least part of the mistake was his. May- 
be the partner did turn out to be impos- 
sible. If so, the mistake was in too hasty a 
marriage, before it was possible to know 
very much about the partner. Maybe there 
were mutual mistakes after marriage that 
led to the break-up. In any case, the prom- 
ise of marriage was for life, and now the 
person is asking that the promise be set 
aside. There should be humility in the very 
asking, and no surprise or resentment that 
the representatives of the Church wonder 
just a little bit about what kind of a person 
this is, who has already made one promise 
to be faithful to a partner till death, and 
now wants to put that promise aside and 
pledge loyalty to somebody else until death. 
It has to be remembered too that there can 
be no mental comparison between civil di- 
vorce courts and the Catholic Church in 
this matter of nullifying marriages. The 
easier the divorce courts become, the hard- 


_er the Catholic Church has to be, just be- 


cause the pressure of popular opinion and 
even legal action is against the sanctity and 
unity of marriage. 
e 

Another factor that has to be considered 
in the matter of delays in the handling of 
petitions for declarations of nullity is that 
of the time and work and study that are 
often involved in them. Many priests have 
their hands full caring for several hundred 
or even a few thousand souls entrusted to 
their care. They spend their days instruct- 
ing converts, teaching catechism, visiting 
the sick, administering the sacraments, pre- 
paring their sermons, and doing hundreds 
of other things for the flock they must 
serve. A man who has been married now 
comes to such a priest and wants him im- 
mediately to set about the involved task of 
proving his first promise of marriage to 
have been invalid. He should know that 
the priest cannot drop everything else, for- 
get all about the hundreds of faithful wives 
and husbands in his parish, and do prac- 
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tically nothing till he gets this man out of 
his first marriage. Even if he has the time, 
he usually has reasons for hesitation, as 
suggested above. Sometimes it will happen 
that a certain priest will wrongly refuse to 
attempt to send the case to a diocesan court 
for any one of a dozen reasons. If one 
priest is wrong in refusing to do so, the 
chancery itself may be appealed to, or an- 
other priest asked to handle it. But with 
the best of will and the most sincere effort, 
there will frequently be delays. Even the 
human elements that enter into such delays 
can be seen to be a part of the providence 
of God to safeguard a right esteem in the 
minds of all for the sacredness and indis- 
solubility of marriage. 
e 

From all this there are three practical 
conclusions to be drawn. The first is that 
of the seriousness with which marriage 
should be prepared for and entered into. 
Only a small percentage of those who 
would like to be granted declarations of 
nullity ever get them, because their first 


marriages were valid and remain binding 
until death. If marriage is prepared for as 
a state in which one must live until death, 
there will be fewer separations and thoughts 
of declarations of nullity. The second con- 
clusion is that Catholics should, in general, 
keep out of company-keeping with divorced 
persons, never assuming that they may go 
right ahead and fall in love and then ap- 
ply to have their lover’s first marriage nul- 
lified. The percentages are greatly against 
this turning out to be possible. The third 
conclusion is that’ even when there are 
solidly probable grounds for thinking that 
a once married person can be declared free 
to marry a second time while his first part- 
ner is still alive, there will in most cases 
be considerable delay before a decision will 
be reached, and all the factors that enter 
into that delay constitute a providential as- 
surance to everybody that once a person 
has pronounced the vows of marriage “till 
death do us part” there is no quick and 
easy way to have that promise set aside by 
the Catholic Church. 


Too Much Gas 


In the congregation of a church during Sunday morning service was a 
young bride whose husband was an usher. Becoming terribly worried about 
having left the roast in the oven, she wrote a note to her husband, sending 
it to him by another usher. 

The latter thinking it was a note to the pastor, hurried down the aisle and 
laid it on the pulpit. Stopping abruptly in the middle of his sermon to read 
the note, the astonished pastor was met with this written injunction: “Please 
go home and turn off the gas.” 


Wrong Culprit 


Visiting a country school, an inspector was annoyed at the noise made by 
the students in an adjoining room. At last he opened the door and burst upon 
the class. Seeing one boy taller than the others and talking a great deal, he 
seized him by the collar, removed him to the next room, and stood him in 
the corner. 

“Now you stand there and be quiet!” he demanded. 

Ten minutes later, a small head appeared around the door, and a meek 
voice answered: 

“Please, sir, may we have our teacher back?” 

* Tid-Bits 
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For the Love of God 

St. John Baptiste de la Salle will be 
remembered as the Founder of the 
Christian Brothers, the organizer of 
teaching for the working classes and as 
a trainer of teachers — “the School- 
master of schoolmasters”. At the time 
of the French Revolution, there were 
1000 Christian Brothers staffing 125 
schools with classes of 36,000 children 
in France. 

To the decree ordering them to take 
the civil oath or close their doors, the 
answer was: “Let us sacrifice every- 
thing, even our lives if need be, to 
obey the laws of our country, but let 
us stop where sin begins.” 

At once the schools were broken open 
and the Brothers thrown into the streets. 
One aged Brother of 72 years said as 
he was being murdered: “But how is 
this? I see some of my old pupils among 
you. Do you forget how I taught you 
to love and fear God?” This so enraged 
them that they beat him to death on 
the spot. 

In later years, when the Brothers had 
returned to France, and the war of 1870 
broke out, their Superior General offered 
all their houses as hospitals and their 
Brothers as infirmarians. Besides man- 
ning the hospitals, five hundred Broth- 
ers went to the battlefields to care for 
the wounded and dying. One old Gen- 
eral was so impressed with their courage 
that he cried out: “Neither charity nor 
humanity requires you to go so far.” 

They buried the dead in long trench- 
es by night, the falling snow their only 
shroud, and then knelt for the De Pro- 


fundis. Soon, to the horror of war was 
added smallpox and typhus. One sol- 
dier said to a Christian Brother, as he 
was tending a victim: 

“T wouldn’t do that for a hundred 
francs an hour.” 

“No more would I,”’ said the Brother. 
“T wouldn’t do it for a million, but I 
do it with pleasure for the love of God.” 


“Greater Love” 

Among the ancient legends about 
the great apostle of Ireland, there is 
one that shows the great love and loy- 
alty that St. Patrick inspired in his 
followers. 

It was his custom to travel in a char- 
iot, drawn by horses, with a young man 
whom he had converted to the Faith 
as charioteer. One day the youth asked 
the saint if he would allow him to wear 
his hat .and cloak and exchange places 
with him in the chariot. St. Patrick 
agreed to the plan, thinking it to be a 
whim on the part of his driver. 

St. Patrick took the reins and guided 
the spirited animals, while the char- 
ioteer sat in the saint’s usual place. 
They had proceeded but a short dis- 
tance, when a volley of arrows, whiz- 
zing through the air, struck the faithful 
charioteer dead at his master’s feet. 

He had heard of the plot against St. 
Patrick’s life, and realizing that there 
was nothing he could do to prevent the 
ambush, had used the only means he 
knew to save the life of his beloved 
master, and given his own instead, by 
persuading him to exchange places in 
the chariot. 
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What Schools are Democratic? 
Graduations practically force parents 
to ask certain questions of themselves. 
“Now that this part of my child’s train- 
ing is complete,” they will find them- 
selves saying, “Have I done well? Have 
I given my boy or girl the best kind of 
education?” At the same time they will 
be thinking, if their child has graduated 
from grade school or high school, 
“What next? To what kind of a school 
or college shall I send my son or 
daughter for further education?” 

The world is hard at work trying to 
convince Catholic parents that they 
have done wrong if they sent their chil- 
dren to a Catholic school, and that they 
should not think of choosing a Cath- 
olic high school or college for the 
child’s further education. Dr. James B. 
Conant, president of Harvard Univer- 
sity, is the latest spokesman for the 
world’s viewpoint. In an address in 
Boston some weeks ago he charged that 
“non-public schools in this country are 
divisive and a threat to democratic 
unity.” 

Catholic parents should consider 
well what lies behind these words of 
Dr. Conant. They should not be awed 
by the fact that they were spoken by 
the president of one of the most highly 
endowed universities in the land. The 
issues are simple enough for the plain- 
est American to understand. Behind 
Dr. Conant’s statement are these as- 
sumptions: 

1. That it is an ideal thing for all 
American children to be brought up 
in the belief that all religions are equal- 
ly good, and no religion is particularly 
important. Since public school educa- 


Pointed Paragraphs 


tion centers around these two beliefs, 
it is no slander to say that this is what 
Dr. Conant wants. Not only Catholics, 
but all sincere non-Catholics are cap- 
able of recognizing the intellectual ab- 
surdity of the propositions, and the 
danger of training children to adhere 
to them. 

2. That democracy demands that no 
children be taught that there are solid, 
unchangeable principles of religion and 
morality, but that rather all be trained 
to live in a state of uncertainty, doubt 
and confusion about religion. Another 
way in which Dr. Conant would prob- 
ably say the same thing is that toler- 
ance, which is a feature of democracy, 
is possible only for children who know 
little or nothing about religion. 

The exact opposite of both these 
assumptions is the truth. Democracy 
demands that children be taught why 
they must love their neighbors as them- 
selves. Only solid religion can teach 
that. Tolerance never requires or pre- 
supposes an empty, confused mind. 
The very word tolerance assumes that 
there is a difference between truth 
and falsity, between right and wrong. 
If nobody knows what is true or false, 
right or wrong, you can have only the 
tolerance that flourishes among simple- 
tons or morons. 

Dr. Conant represents the religion of 
irreligion. He speaks for the view that 
democracy does not need religion, and 
no child needs religion. Parents who 
have brought children into the world 
whom they believe to be endowed with 
immortal souls are infinitely wiser than 
Dr. Conant when they insist on edu- 
cating those children in religious as 
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well as secular knowledge. And that 
goes for high school and college as 
well as grade school. 

By the way, Harvard is a non-public 
school. Did Dr. Conant suggest turning 
it over to the state, making it part of 
the great public school system of 
America? 

Know the Facts 

It is time again to remind our readers 
that they must not draw conclusions 
unless they are certain of the facts. 

In the past year there have been 
threats in several large industries of 
strikes that would have paralysed the 
country had they been fully carried 
out. The railroads and steel were prime 
examples. 

While the papers were carrying black 
headlines like announcements of be- 
reavement about the danger to the 
country that the threatened strike 
would bring, people were taking sides. 

Some were lashing out at the unions 
as though the leaders were brigands 
and gangsters, unconcerned about the 
welfare of the workers and only led on 
by a desire to retain their power to de- 
prive management of the right to con- 
trol their own private property. 

Others were equally partial to the 
unions, taking it for granted that man- 
agement was wrong by the very fact 
that a strike was threatened. The im- 
plication was given that management 
is always wrong; that labor is always 
right. 

In many cases the most vociferous 
of the critics were the least informed 
as to the issues that lay beneath the 
threat of strike. They had not set aside 
so much as half an hour to study care- 
fully the complaints of the workers and 
the answers of the employers. They 
could not have given a five minute 
speech on the true nature of the trou- 
ble, using facts for arguments, that 
would have stood up in the lowest 


court of the country. 

Sides were taken with mere emotion 
as the reason for the selection of one 
side in preference to another. Like a 
Republican always voting Republican 
merely because he is a Republican, and 
a Democrat always voting Democrat 
merely because he is a Democrat, with- 
out taking into consideration the fact 
that one party may not be always right. 
Many working people were automat- 
ically in favor of the unions, and many 
white-collar people were automatically 
in favor of management. And neither 
side had a reason for the faith that was 
in them. 

It is possible to be wrong in one’s 
convictions even after one has made a 
thorough study. But it is a disgrace to 
be wrong if one has made no study at 
all, and yet acts as though the whole 
matter were cut and dried, and noth- 
ing more needed to be said about it. 

It is not too difficult to slander both 
management and labor. One can very 
easily be guilty of this sin if one refuses 
to learn the facts by study and inquiry. 
Labor problems are invariably tricky 
problems. Solutions are not ready-made 
and easily arrived at. It is insane and 
childish for a man to let fall many 
words in favor of either side unless he 
has satisfied himself that he has done 
all in his power to discover the truth. 


Cautions for Summer 

Every season of the year is a dangerous 
season. Winter brings with it wet feet, 
colds in the head and pneumonia. 
Spring brings with it spring fever and 
the pain of love in the hearts of the 
young. Fall brings with it the beginning 
of the school year and the end of 
vacations. 

But of all the seasons summer is the 
most dangerous. For that reason we 
present to our readers a few cautions 
that may preserve them both in body 
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and in soul. 

Observe the rules that are laid down 
by science and common sense in regard 
to swimming. You know — don’t go 
into the water right after eating; don’t 
go beyond your depth whether you 
have eaten or not; don’t swim in places 
that you know nothing about (there 
may be hidden logs or hidden germs) ; 
don’t go swimming when you are all 
alone. And so on. You know all these 
rules. Keep them. Let mothers and fa- 
thers keep a wary eye on their chil- 
dren. Children, as a rule, don’t believe 
too firmly in regulations, especially 
when they touch such delightful things 
as swimming. 

When planning your vacation avoid 
the resorts, mountains or seashores 
where it will be impossible to hear 
Mass. It is just as obligatory to go to 
Mass on Sunday (and the 15th of 
August — the feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin) while on vaca- 
tion as it is during the rest of the year. 
It would be a shame to drown or to be 
hit by a car or just simply to die of a 
disease at the end of summer after hav- 
ing missed Mass all during vacation 
merely because you were not worried 
when you planned your vacation as to 
whether you could get to Mass or not. 
And people do die during the summer 
just as they die during the rest of the 
year. Judgments are going on all the 
time notwithstanding the season. 

If you are a girl, think twice before 
you drape yourself in one of the latest 
swimming suit creations of the fashion 
artists. You may turn many eyes in 
your direction. But in doing that you 
may burn the soul that lies behind the 
eyes. You will have a bad enough time 
answering for your own sins when all 
the foolishness of style and fashion has 
come to an end. Don’t make your case 
worse by having to answer for the sins 
of others which you caused by the in- 
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decent exposure of your body. 

If you are a boy and you want to 
avoid temptation and possible, even 
probable, mortal sin, don’t hang around 
beaches that are infested with half- 
dressed women. If you are going swim- 
ming, go swimming. And when you are 
finished your swimming, get dressed 
and go about your business. No matter 
what worldly minded people say and 
do when they go swimming, do not fol- 
low their example. The devil dances 
on more than one American beach. 

The purpose of a vacation is rest 
and relaxation. You should return to 
your work after your vacation is over 
revived and renewed. You won’t if you 
bring back a soul that is loaded down 
with serious sins. 


Sisters in Public Schools 

We are of the opinion that the recent 
rash of attacks on the part of the dedi- 
cated protectors of the separation of 
Church and State theory against Cath- 
olic sisters teaching in public schools 
at public expense in districts that are 
totally Catholic are not going to do the 
Church any harm. 

This setup was at best of only sec- 
ondary value. 

True, it saved money for the people 
of these districts. They were not bur- 
dened, like their brothers and sisters 
of the Faith in other parts of the coun- 
try, with double taxation, one for their 
own school and the other for the public 
school. But money is not the final yard- 
stick whereby the goodness or badness 
of a program is measured. 

Catholic education implies a “soak- 
ing up” of truth rather than a sporadic 
“pouring in” of truth at stated intervals 
like the scheduled insertion of porridge 
into the mouth of an infant at the end 
of a spoon. If that were the correct way 
of teaching religion, Catholics would 
have no argument with the method of 
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education as practiced by the public 
schools. They could send their children 
to the public school for reading, writ- 
ing and arithmetic, and bring them to 
the church for religion. 

But no. Spiritual truth must be 
shown as having a relation with every- 
thing that exists — mountains, num- 
bers, governments, business, recess. 
This relationship can be driven home 
only if it is brought into everything 
that is taught, not always directly per- 
haps, as though all branches of learn- 
ing were questions and answers for the 
catechism, but at least indirectly and 
by implication. 

According to the American system 
of public school education such infil- 
tering of spiritual and moral truth is 
not allowed. Thus, the sisters are al- 
ways in difficulty if they are determined 
to impart a Catholic education and at 
the same time violate no custom or law 
of the country. Their profane teaching 
must be just as spiritually wooden and 
lifeless as that of any non-sectarian 
school wherein religion is denied a 
place. 

Besides, there are not allowed to be 
in these schools the crucifixes and pic- 


tures on the walls of the class rooms, 
or any of the other symbols and signs 
that have the effect of making lasting 
impressions on the impressionable 
minds of growing children. Nor may 
prayers be said before and after classes 
to beg God’s help and protection, and 
to thank Him for these gifts when they 
have been granted. 

The whole thing seems like a poor 
bargain, its only value consisting in the 
saving of money on the part of the 
Catholic parents. We are not arguing 
here as to whether or not such arrange- 
ments, namely, sisters teaching in pub- 
lic schools where the whole population 
is Catholic, are contrary or not to our 
doctrine of separation of Church and 
State. We are merely stating that even 
though it were proved that there was 
actually nothing against the doctrine, 
it would still be a poor compromise, a 
Catholic education that had very little 
flesh on its bones, a step-child instead 
of a member of the family of the Faith. 

Out of the evil of intolerance may 
come eventual good that will far sur- 
pass the good that can be computed in 
the amount of dollars saved by having 
taxes pay for Catholic education. 





High Mass 

American elevator boys are a hardened lot, but conceivably even they 
would be hesitant to announce, ‘Seventh floor. All out for the Catholic 
Church.’ 

Yet the operators in Mitsukoski’s, Tokyo’s largest department store, do this 
every day since the store remodeled its top floor to make a Catholic chapel. 

Business is good in Mitsukoski’s; in fact, the top floor special is a better 
drawing card than the bargain basement. 


“Hitting 70” 

A few people die young at 95 or 100. But a large number become senile 
wrecks at 21. The growing cult of prolonging life, no matter how parasitic or 
obstructionist, is terrifying. Too many people are boasting about “hitting 70” 
or “hitting 80” who never hit anything else in their life, except perhaps a golf 
ball or a bottle. 

Christian Century 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF ST. ALPHONSUS 
Selected and Edited by J. Schaefer 


VICTORIES OF THE MARTYRS 


June 4: St. Quirinus. Bishop of Siscia: 

After the abdication of the Emperors 
Diocletian and Maximian, in the year 
303, Galerius, their successor, contin- 
ued the persecution against the Chris- 
tians. St. Quirinus, Bishop of Siscia, in 
Croatia, had converted the inhabitants 
of that country to the faith of Christ. 
Learning that Maximus, who ruled in 
Pannonia as lieutenant for the gover- 
nor, had given orders for his arrest, 
the saintly bishop fled from the city, 
that he might be spared for the benefit 
of his flock. 

He was captured, however, by the 
soldiers and brought before Maximus, 
who asked him why he had fled. The 
saint replied: “I obey the orders of my 
Master, Who has said, ‘When they per- 
secute you in one city, fly into anoth- 
er.’” “Who has given this order?” 
questioned Maximus. Quirinus replied: 
“Jesus Christ, Who is the true God.” 
“But do you not know,” exclaimed 
Maximus, “that the emperor can find 
you in all places, and that your God 
cannot save you from our hands?” “I 
know this,” stoutly maintained Quirin- 
us, “that our God is with us, and can 
aid us in all places. He it is that grants 
me strength in this my decrepit age, 
and will also uphold me during your 
tortures.” 

Growing impatient, Maximus ex- 
claimed: “You speak much because 
you are an old man, and hope to baffle 
us with talk; we require your submis- 
sion, not your exhortations; there shall 
be no further toleration for Christians 
in the empire. The emperor has ordered 
that all shall sacrifice to the gods under 
pain of death. I command you, there- 


fore, to obey.” Unmoved, Quirinus re- 
plied, “I cannot obey orders that are 
contrary to my religion. How can I 
refuse to obey God, in order to please 
men?” “Dotard!” Maximus ridiculed 
the saint, “had you not lived so long, 
you would not have learned such idle 
talk. Obey the emperor, and learn to 
be wise, even now at the close of your 
days. No more words now, either 
choose to be a priest of Jupiter or to 
die amid torments.” To this Quirinus 
gave this magnificent reply: “I have al- 
ready made my choice, and I now ex- 
ercise the functions of a priest, in offer- 
ing myself as a sacrifice fo my God; I 
esteem myself happy in being, at the 
same time, the priest and the victim.” 

Refusing to hear him any longer, 
Maximus caused him to be cruelly 
scourged. The holy bishop raised his 
eyes to heaven, and returned thanks to 
God during the whole of this affliction. 
Then, turning to Maximus, he implored 
to be allowed to suffer still greater tor- 
ments, in order to give a good example 
to his followers. But, fearing that he 
might expire under the lash, the lieu- 
tenant sent him back to prison. 

Upon his arrival in the prison, St. 
Quirinus again thanked God for what 
he had suffered, and prayed that those 
who were in prison might be illumi- 
nated by the light of the true faith. 
About midnight the martyr was seen 
surrounded by a brilliant light. At this, 
his jailer, Marcellus, cast himself at the 
feet of the saint, and exclaimed: “Serv- 
ant of God, pray to Him for me, since 
I now believe that there is no other 
God than He Whom you adore.” Af- 
ter instructing him in the faith, as well 
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as the time would permit, St. Quirinus 
baptized him. 

After three days in prison, Quirinus 
was sent in chains to Amantius, the 
governor of greater Pannonia, which is 
now called Hungary. On his way he 
was confined at Sabadia, where he was 
visited by some Christian women, who 
brought him food. While the Saint was 
blessing it, the chains fell from his 
hands and feet, the Lord wishing to 
show by this sign His approval of the 
charity done to the venerable prelate. 

Upon his arrival the governor, too, 
endeavored to shake his resolution by 
threatening to put him to a most cruel 
death, despite his advanced age. The 
Saint replied that the recollection of 
his old age should induce him the more 
to despise death, as he had but a short 
time to live. Despairing of being able 
to change him, Amantius ordered him 
to be cast into the river Sabarius, with 
a mill-stone tied to his neck. 

While the Saint was being led to the 
bridge, a great crowd of people assem- 
bled. They saw him cast into the river, 
the mill-stone about his neck. But both 
were seen to float upon the surface of 
the water. From this precarious pulpit 
the holy bishop commenced to exhort 
the faithful to remain firm in the faith, 
and, as he continued to preach thus for 
a considerable time, many pagans were 
converted. At last the Saint prayed: 
“Christ Jesus, my Saviour, these peo- 
ple have already seen the wonders of 
Thy power; grant me now the grace to 
die for Thee; do not permit me to lose 
the crown of martyrdom.” His body 
then sank, weighted down by the stone, 
and he thus rendered his soul to God 
on the 4th of June, in the beginning of 
the fourth century. His death is placed 
either in the year 310 or 308. His body 
was afterwards returned to Rome, and 
buried near the catacombs of St. Se- 
bastian. Later, Pope Innocent II de- 


posited it in the church of St. Mary 
beyond the Tiber. 


June 25 and 26: Sts. Gallican and John 
and Paul: 

Of noble Italian descent, the broth- 
ers John and Paul were strongly at- 
tached to the Christian religion. Con- 
stance, the daughter of Constantine the 
Great, had been cured of a trouble- 
some disease through the intercession 
of St. Agnes, and she resolved to lead 
a devout life, making a vow of virgin- 
ity. Wishing to indulge her religious 
propensities, the emperor allowed her 
to live quite retired, and appointed the 
two young brothers to act as her pages. 

Some time later the Scythians in- 
vaded Thrace with a formidable army. 
Because of his former glorious victories 
over the barbarians, Constantine ap- 
pointed Gallican general over the en- 
tire army. Gallican, however, refused 
to accept the commission, except on 
condition that, upon his returning vic- 
torious, he should be permitted to 
marry the princess. To this the em- 
peror assented. 

During the first engagement, the 
Roman army was so overpowered by 
the enemy that Gallican was on the 
point of ordering a retreat, when our 
two saints, John and Paul, who had 
accompanied him to this war, advised 
him to make a vow that he would em- 
brace the Christian religion if the Lord 
would render him victorious. Gallican 
adopted their advice. For some unex- 
plained reason the enemy was seized 
with a sudden panic, threw down their 
arms and surrendered. 

After his victory, Gallican returned 
to court, not with the intention of being 
married to the princess, but with the 
more pious resolution of receiving bap- 
tism, and dedicating the remainder of 
his days exclusively to the service of 
God. He retired to Ostia with St. 
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Hilarinus. Here he caused a great hos- 
pital to be built, and with his own 
hands assisted the sick. 

When Julian the Apostate became 
emperor, he commanded Gallican ei- 
ther to adore the idols or to withdraw 
from Italy. Accordingly, Gallican re- 
tired to Alexandria, where he contin- 
ued to lead a holy life. This he termi- 
nated by a glorious martyrdom on the 
25th of June. 

After Gallican’s victory, John and 
Paul returned to the princess. They 
continued to wait upon her until her 
death, when they were employed in the 
court. But as soon as Julian ascended 
the throne, and had declared his inten- 
tions regarding the Christians, our 
Saints left the palace to lead a private 
and religious life. 

Knowing their strong attachment to 
the faith of Jesus Christ, and their 
readiness to assist the needy or afflicted 
Christians, Julian ordered Terentian, 
captain of the Imperial Guards, to in- 
timate to them that it was the emperor’s 
will that they should remain at court, 
and continue to discharge the duties 
annexed to their respective offices. The 
Saints replied that, being Christians, 
they could not serve an emperor who 
was an avowed enemy of Jesus Christ. 
Upon receiving this answer, Julian 
commanded Terentian to put them to 
death, if after ten days they should 
still refuse to return. But the Saints de- 
clared that, not only after ten days, 
but after ten years, they would be 
equally unwilling to abandon their reli- 
gion, for which they were most anxious 
to lay down their lives. 

After the ten days had expired, how- 
ever, Terentian appeared at their house 


The Liguorian 


with an image of Jupiter, and a mes- 
sage from the emperor that, if they 
would but adore it, he would be satis- 
fied. Horrified at seeing an idol in their 
house, the Saints exclaimed: “Pity us, 
sir, and remove from our sight this ex- 
ecrable object! Who can be so blind as 
not to realize that there is but one 
God, and that the histories of all false 
deities are only fables and impiety?” 
“But if you do not obey,” Terentian 
replied, “I am obliged to put you to 
death.” Casting themselves upon their 
knees, and raising their eyes to heaven, 
the Saints gave God thanks for having 
given them the grace to die for His 
holy faith. 

The two brothers were greatly es- 
teemed in Rome, and Terentian fear- 
ing that their public execution might 
cause an uprising, caused them to be 
beheaded in their own house about 
midnight, and their bodies to be buried 
in the adjoining garden. Thus he 
thought to conceal their death. But 
God caused it to be published by sev- 
eral soothsayers who went about the 
following morning, declaring that the 
brothers had suffered martyrdom. A 
young son of Terentian, possessed by 
the devil, also proclaimed their death. 
And when he had been cured through 
the intercession of our Saints, Teren- 
tian and his entire family embraced the 
Christian faith. 

These events occurred in 362. From 
the fifth century there has been a 
church in Rome dedicated to God in 
honor of Sts. John and Paul, martyrs, 
in which their bodies are preserved. 
The church still stands at the present 
time. Their names are also inserted in 
the Canon of the Mass. 


This is Success: “To be able to carry money without spending it; to be able 
to bear an injustice without retaliating; to do one’s duty even if one is not 
watched; to keep on the job until it is finished; to accept criticism without 


letting it whip you.” 
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Conductea by T. Tobin 


CATHOLIC AUTHOR OF THE MONTH 
Robert Bernard Considine, 1906- 


Journalist 


I. Life: 

Robert Bernard Considine, the son of 
James William and Sophie Monard Con- 
sidine, was born in Washington, D.C., on 
November 4th, 1906. His early education 
was received at St. Aloysius Grade School 
and Gonzaga High School. At the begin- 
ning of his junior year he left to work as 
a messenger boy in the Census Bureau and 
later as a typist in the Treasury Depart- 
ment. From 1927 until 1930 Considine took 
special courses in journalism and creative 
writing at George Washington University. 
His interest and ability in tennis won for 
him several tournaments and the National 
Public Parks Doubles title with George 
Jennings in 1930. It was his enthusiasm 
for his favorite sport that led him into 
newspaper work when he complained to 
the sports editor of the Washington Post 
that the paper did not have any tennis 
news. He was offered the part time job of 
tennis reporter and accepted at the salary 
of five dollars a week. He found newspaper 
work so exciting that he resigned his posi- 
tion as senior clerk in the State Department 
and became a full time sports writer for the 
Post. A year later he became sports editor, 
columnist, editorial and feature writer, and 
drama critic for the Washington Herald. 
In 1937, Considine succeeded Damon Run- 
yon as sports columnist for the New York 


American. Like so many sports writers, he 
graduated into a feature columnist and war 
correspondent. In 1931 he married Mildred 
Anderson and they have three children. At 
present Bob Considine is a syndicated col- 
umnist for the International News Service. 


Il. Writings: 

As is to be expected, most of his writing 
has appeared in newspapers and magazines. 
But he has gained fame as one of the most 
popular ghost writers of our day. 
McArthur, the Magnificent, General Wain- 
wright’s Story, the Babe Ruth Story and 
Where’s Sammy? are the biographies that 
he has edited. Considine is the author of 
several movie scripts with the script for The 
Church of the Good Thief at Dannemora 
prison as his first one. 


Ill. The Book: 

The most popular book of Considine is 
Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo, written in col- 
laboration with Captain Ted. W. Lawson. 
This book has sold over half a million cop- 
ies and was made into a movie. It is the 
thrilling story of the planes that took off 
from Shangri-La to bomb Japan under the 
leadership of Jimmy Doolittle. Readers of 
this book will become acquainted with the 
writing talent of this well known ghost 
writer. 
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New Convert Catechism 
A Catechism for Adults. By Rev. William J. 

Cogan. 128pp. Chicago, Ill.: D. Farrell 

Co. 

For several years the Archdiocese of 
Chicago has made an intensive effort to 
give public instructions to non-Catholics 
who desire to learn more about the Church. 
At the present time forty-five parishes in 
the Chicago area give a series of inquiry 
classes each year. The priests engaged in 
this work have long felt the lack of a 
proper manual for the instruction of non- 
Catholics as most catechisms have been 
written for the young and only a very few 
for the mature inquirer. 

Many of the priest instructors have 
pooled their experiences and the result is 
A Catechism for Adults, compiled by Fath- 
er William Cogan, who has been in this 
work for the past thirteen years. The pres- 
ent book was used on a trial basis for one 
year by many of the priests and suggested 
improvements have been incorporated in 
the published work. The author sets before 
himself three goals: clearness, simple 
language and correct emphasis, and he has 
succeeded very well in implementing these 
objectives. Worthy of special note is the 
achievement of correct emphasis. The pre- 
sentation begins with the necessity of reli- 
gion and considers the Mass in the second 
lesson. The eternal truths, Christ and the 
Church are explained before the sections on 
the sacraments and the commandments. 
The very practical and detailed explanation 
of marriage is excellent. This reviewer is 
surprised and pleased with the abundance 
of scriptural quotations. 

A Catechism for Adults is by far the 
best book we have seen for the instruction 
of non-Catholics. It is interesting to note 
that 20,000 copies were sold before the 
first advertisement appeared. We _ recom- 
mend this to all priests who are looking 
for the right book for their converts. 
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Two Biographies 

St. Benedict Joseph Labre. By Agnes De 
La Gorce. Translated by Rosemary 
Sheed. 213pp. New York: Sheed and 
Ward. $3.00. 

Pere Lamy. By Comte Paul Biver. Trans- 
lated by Monsignor John O’Connor. 
214pp. Fresno, Calif.: Academy of Cali- 
fornia Church History. $3.50. 

These two translations record the life 
stories of two saintly Frenchmen, St. Ben- 
edict Joseph Labre, the pilgrim and beggar 
of Christ, and Pere Lamy, the rag-pickers’ 
priest. 

The life of the unkempt and vermin-infest- 
ed pilgrim, Benedict Joseph Labre, is one 
of the most difficult stories of a Saint for 
us to understand. The very picture of this 
man seems to awaken repugnance, and to 
make one wonder how he could be canon- 
ized as a Saint. But Agnes De La Gorce, 
the daughter of a member of the French 
Academy, has given us not a “pious pic- 
ture but a real flesh and blood portrait of 
this unusual man.” Benedict was reared in 
the stern asceticism of Pere Le Jeune and 
determined to give himself entirely to God 
as a Trappist or Carthusian. Because of 
poor health he was unable to follow the vo- 
cation of a monk and like the simple and 
religious peasant that he was, he deter- 
mined to go on pilgrimage to the shrines 
of Europe in search of his true vocation. 
Unknown to himself, when he took the 
pilgrim’s staff he had found his real call- 
ing, to be a wanderer for Christ until 
called home to rest. In a spirit of unusual 
penance he neglected to take care of his 
body in his zeal for the care of his soul. 
At his death all considered him a Saint and 
after the usual investigations and the re- 
quired miracles the Church proclaimed him 
as one of God’s heroes. Miss De La Gorce 
has written an excellent biography that ex- 
plains the personality and the strange vo- 
cation of this much misunderstood man. 
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Monsignor John O’Connor, the original 
Father Brown, has collated the personal 
reminiscences of Pere Lamy that were taken 
down by Comte Biver with some notes 
left by a young novice of Pere Lamy’s 
congregation in his book, Pere Lamy. This 
saintly priest, who died in 1931, was known 
for his work among the young and was 
called the rag-pickers’ priest for his labors 
among the poor. In his old age Pere Lamy 
recalled the memorable incidents of a life 
that was spent among a people that had al- 
most forgotten their Catholic religion. Al- 
though these pages furnish an insight into 
the character of the saintly man, they leave 
much to be desired from a literary view- 
point. The account is so fragmentary that 
it is extremely difficult to obtain a full 
picture of the man and his work. It is 
hoped that some day a full biography will 
be written. 

For the Young 

The Children of La Salette. By Mary 
Fabyan Windeatt. 187pp. St. Meinrad, 
Indiana,: Grail Publications. $2.50. 

Fifteen Saints for Girls. By Sister Mary 
Cornelius, S.S.N.D. 133pp. Milwaukee, 
Wis.: Bruce Publishing Co. $2.50. 

The Cross Against the Sky. By Sister Mary 
Immaculata. 133pp. South Bend, Ind.: 
Fides Publishers, Inc. $1.50. 

Prince Dimitri’s Mountaineers. By Sister 
Mary Fides Glass and Cecilia Glass 
Bard. 199pp. St. Meinrad’s, Ind.: Grail 
Publications. $2.50. 

One of the encouraging signs in the 
American Catholic literary field is the in- 
creasing number of good books for the 
young. Most of the books are well written 
and avoid the temptation to indulge in 
sentimental moralizing. The list of authors 
of the above volumes reveals the fact that 
the Catholic lay person has not abandoned 
the field to her religious sister. 

The Children of La Salette is the 
eighteenth biography from the talented pen 
of Mary Fabyan Windeatt. Shortly before 
Our Lady appeared to Bernadette at 


Lourdes she spoke to two young shepherds 
at La Salette in the French Alps. Her 
message was the same plea for penance and 
a return to religious duties that she later 
addressed to Bernadette. 

When fourteen year old Melanie Mathieu 
and eleven year old Maximin Geraud 
awoke from a nap they saw and heard the 
Blessed Mother. She commanded them to 
bring her message of repentance to others. 
Strange to say, the parents, people and 
civil and religious authorities accepted their 
story at once. Pilgrims went to the place 
of the apparition and miracles were wit- 
nessed by many. In the course of time a 
church was built on the mountain and La 
Salette became one of the favorite pilgrim- 
age centers in Europe. The unusual part 
in the history is the later fate of the chil- 
dren. Once they had confided their secrets 
to the Holy Father their work seemed to 
have been accomplished. Melanie tried her 
religious vocation in several convents and 
was always considered an odd and moody 
person. The book that she wrote was con- 
demned by the Church and she died in 
Italy, venerated as a very holy person by 
those who knew her. Maximin was unsuc- 
cessful in his attempts to enter the priest- 
hood and always remained the unstable 
person he was as a young boy. These facts 
are another manifestation of the truth that 
extraordinary phenomena, such as appari- 
tions, are primarily intended for the wel- 
fare of others and not for the benefit of 
those who receive them. As usual.with all 
the books of Miss Windeatt, adults as well 
as children will enjoy reading The Children 
of La Salette. 

Fifteen Saints for Girls is a companion 
book to Twenty-One Saints, a series of bi- 
ographies for boys. Holy women from St. 
Helen to St. Maria Goretti are the subjects 
of these sketches. Their stories are present- 
ed in a modern way that will interest and 
inspire teen age girls. 

The Cross Against the Sky is the fiction- 
alized biography of Father Basil Anthony 
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Moreau, the founder of the Congregation 
of the Holy Cross. The ninth of fourteen 
children, Basil became a priest and began 
the order of priests that now teaches at 
Notre Dame. Like so many founders of re- 
ligious communities, Father Moreau had 
his share of trials. Sister Immaculata has 
given us a readable biography that will ap- 
peal to the young reader. 

Prince Dimitri’s Mountaineers contains 
true stories about some of the Irish emi- 
grants who formed part of the large parish 
cared for by the Russian Prince, Father 
Dimitri Gallitizin, in the early part of the 
nineteenth century. These tales from the 
accomplished pens of Sister Mary Fides 
Glass and her sister will delight the young. 


The Index 
What is the Index? By Redmond A. Burke, 

C.S.V., Ph.D. 129pp. Milwaukee: Bruce 

Publishing Co. $2.75. 

The nature of the Index of forbidden 
books is a scandal to many non-Catholics 
and a mystery to many Catholics. Father 
Redmond Burke, the director of libraries at 
De Paul University, has undertaken to an- 
swer the question, What is the Index? Most 
of the previous books on this subject have 
been written for the scholar, but this vol- 
ume is prepared for the average reader 
who wonders about the Church’s legislation 
on books. 

The basic right of the Church to ap- 
prove and condemn books is clear from 
her divine office as guardian of faith and 
morals. The author then explains the type 
of book that must have previous approval 
and the process for the condemnation of a 
published work. The section on the general 
type of book that is on the Index, even 
though it has not been placed there by 
name, will be very instructive for Catho- 
lics. For those who think that the Church 
is very zealous in condemning every bad 
book by name, it is interesting to note that 
no book by an American author has been 
placed on the Index since 1912. A list of 


The Liguorian 


the more popular works that have been 
condemned and a discussion of the “Great 
Books” adds to the value of this work. 
Father Burke has given us a popular, yet 
thorough explanation of the law of the 
Church on books. 


Pocket Book Edition of the 
Confessions 


The Confessions of St. Augustine. Trans- 
lated by Edward B. Pusey, D.D. Intro- 
duction by Harold C. Gardiner, S.J. 
301pp. New York: Pocket Books, Inc. 
$.35. Paper Cover. 

It is with real enthusiasm that we wel- 
come the Pocket Books edition of the Con- 
fessions of St. Augustine. The sale of these 
cheap reprints of books has reached tre- 
mendous proportions, but, with few excep- 
tions, the reprinted books have been of 
little value and many of them have been 
on the salacious side, or at least have 
featured suggestive covers. The translation 
is the classic one made by Dr. Pusey, the 
Anglican divine who was active in the Ox- 
ford Movement, and the introduction is by 
Father Gardiner, the literary editor of 
America. The editors of Pocket Editions 
are to be congratulated on their venture in 
publishing one of the great spiritual class- 
ics of our culture. May this experiment 
lead to the publication and sale of many 
other good books! 


The Saints: 

Is it a Saint’s Name? By Rev. William P. 
Dunne. 48pp. Chicago, IIl.: Integrity 
Supply. $.50. 

Lists over 3,000 Christian names and an 
explanation of baptism for parents and 
sponsors. 

Patron Saints and Other Heavenly Helpers 
in Human Troubles. By John M. Sena- 
veratna, M.B.E. Daily News Press, 
Colombo. 

Adds to former booklet a brief narrative 
about the life of the Saint. Good index. 
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BEST SELLERS 
A Moral Evaluation of Current Books, Published at the University of Scranton, Pa. 


I. Suitable for general reading: 
Blessed Are They—Baker 
The Amiable Baltimoreans—Beirne 
Born of Those Years—Burgess 
Bells Above the Amazon—Burks 
Jumping Jupiter—Carey 
Dance to the Piper—De Mille 
Hollywood, U.S.A.—Field 
While You Slept—Flynn 
The Grand Crevasse—Frison-Roche 
Saints for Our Times—Maynard 
The Crusade and the Cup—Meigs 
Yankee Priest—Murphy 
I Led Three Lives—Philbrick 
Fourteen Men—Scholes 
Lincoln and His Generals—Williams 
Lieutenant Hornblower—Forester 
Mr. President—Hillman 
Through Charley’s Door—Kimbrough 
Il. Suitable for adults only: 
A. Because content and style are too ad- 
vanced for adolescents: 
Woman at Work—Anderson 
The Devil You Say—Breig 
The Dark Moment—Bridge 
The Confident Years—Brooks 
Adventures in Two Worlds—Cronin 
The Long Loneliness—Day 
The Geography of Hunger—De Castro 
Satan—De Jesus-Marie 
District of Columbia—Dos Passos 
My Son’s Story—Frank 
Hold Back the Night—Frank 
300 Stories I like to Tell—Godfrey 
Legacy for Our Sons—Hale 
But Not Forgotten—Houghton 
The Prodigal Brother—Huston 
Jefferson Selleck—Jonas 
Children of the Rainbow—MacMahon 
The Americans at Home—Macrae 
My Life’s History—Moses 
Second Honeymoon—Musselman 
Don’t Think About It—Myers 
The Sin of the Prophet—Nelson 
All I Could Ever Be—Nichols 
Mister Zip—Smith 
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Shanghai Conspiracy—Willoughby 
Wilkie Collins—Robinson 

How To Get Rich in Washington—Bolles 
The Devil in the Desert—Horgan 

The Scapel of Scotland Yard—Brown 
Dynamics of the Film—Fledman 

Anita Colby’s Beauty Book—Colby 
Angel With Spurs—Wellman 


B. Because of immoral language or inci- 


dents which do not invalidate the book 
as a whole: 
The Mountains of Allah—Chavchavadze 
Clara—Coleman 
Marianne—Davies 
Winds of Morning—Davis 
My Cousin Rachel—du Maurier 
Number Nine—Herbert 
Grand Right and Left—Kronenberger 
Himalayan Assignment—Mason 
The Chicago Story—Morris 
The Penningtons—Partridge 
Slant of the Wild Wind—Roark 
Mittee—Rooke 
Lucy—Rosmond 
London Ladies—Stebbins 
Who Did What to Fedalia?—Willson 
I Never Grew Up—Wright 
Angle of Attack—Landon 
East Side General—Slaughter 
The Weakling and the Enemy—Mauriac 


III. Permissible for the discriminating 


reader: 
The Power of Faith—Binstock 
The Life of the Virgin Mary—Rilke 
Moses—Asch 
Ladies and Gentlemen—Arno 
Roads to Agreement—Chase 
The Golden Bough—Frazer 
What’s The World Coming To?—Low 
Man the Maker—Tyrell 


IV. Not recommended to any reader: 


Mr. Smith—Bromfield 

Heaven Knows Where—Gaskin 

New Hopes for a Changing World— 
Russell 

The Time and the Place—Smith 








The Marxist indoctrination given one 
young Chinese Catholic school girl boom- 
eranged against the instructor. 

“Where did you come from?” he asked 
the 12-year-old girl as he questioned her 
on the origin of man. 

“God made me,” the girl replied. 

“But that is nonsense and superstition,” 
he countered. “God didn’t make man. We 
all came from the monkey.” 

“Maybe you came from the monkey,” 
the girl retorted. “But God made me.” 

e 

In a remote part of County Tyrone, the 
village nurse was trying to persuade old 
Mary to take some liquid nourishment. 

“Won’t you have some beef tea, Mary?” 
she coaxed. 

Mary shook her head. “I couldna’ take 
it.” 

“Would you like some hot milk?” 

“No thank you,” replied Mary. 
couldn’a take it.” 

“Weil, then, how about a little glass of 
Irish whiskey?” 

The invalid perked up. “Aye,” she said. 
“Make it strong and make me take it.” 

e 

Phil: “I was so cold last night I couldn’t 
sleep. I just lay there and shivered.” 

Abe: “Did your teeth chatter?” 

Phil: “I don’t know—we don’t sleep to- 
gether.” 


“| 
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A man was caught off guard in the sub- 
way rush. They took him home and a cop 
knocked at the door. 

“What is it?” called the wife without 
opening. 

“Your husband,” said the cop. “He was 
crushed flat as a pancake in the subway.” 

“I’m dressing,” said the wife. “Slide him 
under the door.” 


Lucid Intervals 


A small boy came home from his first 
day at Sunday School and began emptying 
his pockets of money—nickels, dimes, quar- 
ters—while his parents gasped. Finally his 
mother asked: 

“Where did you get all that money?” 

And the youngster replied: 

“At Sunday School. They have bowls of 
it.” 

° 

The other day a fellow in our neighbor- 
hood got a new suit with two pairs of pants. 
He doesn’t like the outfit. Says it’s getting 
too hot to wear two pairs of pants. 

e 

It was visitors’ day at the state penitenti- 
ary and the old lady was making a nuisance 
of herself. She cornered one lost soul in 
prison garb and subjected him to a barrage 
of questions. 

“Tell me,” she finally asked, “what are 
you in for?” 

“Madam,” said the inmate with painful 
courtesy, “I want to be a warden. So I 
thought I’d start from the bottom!” 

e 

He: “I passed Brown on the street today 
and he refused to recognize me. Thinks I’m 
not his equal, I guess.” 

She: “You certainly are his equal! He’s 
nothing but a brainless, conceited idiot.” 

° 

Little Eddie was almost through his 
nightly prayer. “Bless my papa, bless my 
mamma, bless Aunt Jenny, and please make 
St. Louis the capital of Missouri. Amen,” 
he concluded. 

“Why, Eddie!” exclaimed his mother, 
deeply shocked. “Why on earth did you say 
such a thing?” 

“Because,” explained Eddie, snuggling 
down under his blanket, “I put that on my 
examination paper today.” 


[ 384] 




















a cinanRCUARee m Wioebcet a 














| 





HU 





Motion Picture Guide 





MORALLY 
UNOBJECTIONABLE 


FOR GENERAL PATRONAGE 


Reviewed This Issue 
Abuna Messias (Italian) 
Anthony of Padua (Italian 
Apache Country 
Belles on Their Toes 
Brave Warrior 
Never Take No for An Ans 
Oklahoma Annie 
Red Ball Express 
Story of Robin Hood, The 
Tarzan’s Savage Fury 
Walk East on Beacon 

Previously Reviewed 
Anything Can Happen 
As You Were 
Jattle of Apache Pass 
Belle of New York Phe 
3end of the River 
Bright Victory 

Out) 
Bronco Busters 
Bugles in the Afternoon 
California Conquest 
Captive of Billy the Kid 
Colorado Si 
Dark Man, The 
David 
Desert of Lost Men 
Desert Pursuit 
5 Fingers 
Faithful City, The 
Fixed Bayonets 
Flaming Feather 
Fort Osage 
Girl in White 
Harem Girl 
Hawk of Wild River 
Here Come the Nelsons 
Hold That Line 
Hoodlum Empire 
Indian Uprising 

t’s a Big Country 





Jungle Jim in the Forbidden Land 


Lady With a Lamp, The 
Laramie Mountains 

Last Musketeer, The 
Lawless Cowboys 

Lone Star 


Ma and Pa Kettle at the Fair 


Magic Garden 
Man in the White Suit, The 


Murder in the Cathedral (British 


Mutiny 
My Son John 
Night Raiders 


ver 


formerly Light 


Night Stage to Galvestoi 
Northwest Territory 
Okinawa 

Oid West, The 
Overland Telegraph 

Pals of the Golden West 
Pecos River 

Pride of St. Louis, The 
Quo Vadi 

Red Skies of Montana 
Retreat, Hell 
Return of the 


Road Agent 


Texan 


Rodeo 
Royal Journey 
Sailor Beware 


Smoky Canyon 
Sound Off 

Stage to Blue River 
Stars in My Crown 
St. Matthew’s Passion 
Stronghold 

Suicide Attack 

Tanks Are Coming 


Trail Guide 


Treasure of Lost Canyon, The 


nknown World 
When in Rome 
Wild Blue Yonder, The 
Wonder Boy (British 
Yank in Indo-China, A 


MORALLY 
UNOBJECTIONABLE 
FOR ADULTS 
Reviewed This Issue 
Captive City 
Diplomatic Courier 
Encore 
Fabulous Senorita, The 


Les Miserables (English Versic 


Mara Maru 
Sniper s, The 


Tomorrow Is Too Late (Italian 


Previously Reviewed 


Aaron Slick from Pumpkin Crick 


About Face 

Across the Wide Missouri 

African Queen 

Anne of the Indies 

Another Man’s Poison 

At Sword’s Point 

Big Trees, The 

300ts Malone 

3ushwackers, The 

Calling Bulldog Drummond 
(British) 


Captain Blood, Fugitive 
Crazy Over Horses 

Cry the Beloved Country 
Death of a Salesman 
Desert Passage 

Detective Story 

Distant Drums 
Elopement 

Fighting Rats of Tobruk 
Finders Keepers 

First Time, The 

Flesh and Fury 

For Men Only 

Green Glove, The 

Here Comes the Groom 
I'll See You in My Dreams 
Invitation, The 
Japanese War Bride 

Just This Once 

Lady Possessed 

Leadville Gunslinger 
Love Is Better Than Ever 
Love Nest 

Man Bait 

Marrying Kind, The 
Meet Danny Wilson 
Miracle in Milan (Italian 
My Six Convicts 

On Dangerous Ground 
Pace That Thrill 

Raging Tide, The 


Red Mountain 


Reluctant Widow, Th Britis 


Rhubarb 

River, The 

Scandal Sheet 
Page, The) 

Rose of Cim arron 

Sellout, The 

Shadow in the Sky 

Something to Live For 

St. Benny the Dip 

Ste el Tow n 

Street Bandits 

Submarine Command 

Tale of Five Women, A 

Talk About a Stranger 

Tembo 

Tomorrow Is Another Day 

Two Tickets to Broadway 

Valley of the Eagles 

Viva Zapata 

Westward the Women 


formerly 


Dark 


Whispering Smith vs. Scotland 


Yard 
Wild North, The 
Woman in the Dark 
You Can’t Beat the Irish 
Young Man With Ideas 




















FIVE CENT MARRIAGE PAMPHLETS 


Since June is usually looked upon as the month of love, courtship and mar- 
riage, pamphlet rack tenders would do well to feature the following five-cent 


items that deal with these topics: 


PREPARATION FOR MARRIAGE AFTER MARRIAGE 
Cradle Courtships How to Be a Good Wife 
How to Be a Good Husband 


How to be Pure 
How to Be a Good Mother 


How to Sav No ~ Boy Friends How to Be a Cood Fathe: 
How to Behave with Girl Friends Lost Children (Divorced and Remarried) 
Meditation before Marriage What is a Cana Conference? 


FAMILY LIFI 
How to Get Along with Your Famiils 
Whats Your Reason for Birth Contr 
What a Wife Can Do 
Rules tor Scho ling 
( ited Children 
‘ Room Guide 
I 


low to Give Sex Tnstructions 


DISCOUNT SCHEDULE 


Or roers Of >] UO and over 10 Jo; OO and Ver 15 To; o10 00 and over 
25%; $50.00 and over 30%: $100.00 and over mS 1 Jaf 
This discount applies ONLY to pamphlets, booklets and leaflets listed on this page 


CASH MUST BE SENT WITH ORDERS UNDER $1.00, STAMPS ACCEPTED 
WE PAY POSTAGE ON ALL ORDERS 


Liguorian Pamphlet Office, Liguori, Missouri 
SEND ITEMS IN QUANTITIES CHECKED TO 


Name 
Parish or Institution 
Adaress 


City Zone State 


in Qiti 
St enclosed Bill me 














